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AUGUST 2021
“This morning the sun endures past dawn. I realise it is August: the summer’s last stand.’
(Sara Baume, Irish author born 1984

The sunny Summer Bank Holiday has come to an end and, so it seems, has the Summer. RWYC
Members made the most of the good weather at the weekend by cruising in company to the Isle
of Man and to Ynys Enlli. Meanwhile, the rowing section organised a successful taster session
and are planning another (details will be advertised in the Monday Bulletin)

The Club’s new ‘Whaly’ safety
boat is now moored in Doc Victoria
after escorting ‘Uther Pendragon’,
on her maiden voyage (pictured
right)
‘Uther Pendragon’ is a Caledonia
Yawl with a distinctive dragon’s
gure head (pictures below sent in
by Mo Judge). RWYC members will
soon be able to experience rowing
this traditional four-oared shing
boat themselves. Further details will
be published in the Monday
Bulletin.

 


.


)


fi

1

.


fi

RWYC Monthly Bulletin

RWYC Monthly Bulletin

31 August 2021

Our Commodore, Chris Jones has cryptically described the cruise in company to Ynys Enlli as
‘full of interest’. We eagerly await further details in future bulletins. Below is a picture of some of
the intrepid sailors who successfully navigated Enlli’s notoriously dif cult currents (photo sent in
by Malcolm Jones). … Caption contest

An appeal to anyone who has a contribution for next month’s bulletin (no article too small). …
It seems the busier our members are, the fewer articles we have for the bulletin.

Please send your, tall tales, short stories, pictures, etc, etc to: rwycbulletin@gmail.com
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And now to continue our alphabetical island journey with the letter ‘G’ …

Islands of Britain
Wale
Ynys Gifftan is said to have been gifted to Lord Harlech’s ancestors by Queen Anne in the
18th Century, hence its name: ‘Anne’s Gift Island’. … Graeme and I strode out at low tide,
across the Dwyryd Estuary from Talsarnau one fresh spring morning in March 2015:

Top left: Ynys Gifftan
Top right: View of Portmeirion from the island
Pictured left:
your editor, anxiously posing for photo whilst
thinking about the incoming tide

Gateholm (pictured right) is a small tidal island off
the south west coast of Pembrokeshire,
accessible at low tide.The plateau contains the
remains of prehistoric settlements and an Iron Age
fort. It was once connected to the land by a land
bridge, now eroded by the sea
(as featured in Geoff’s “scilly adventures” last
month), excerpt below:
“All went to plan until Aslan was approaching the
South end of Gateholm Island keeping out of the

.
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tide in the back eddy in the bay there – I saw an orange pot marker buoy on the starboard
bow ahead so altered course to port and gave it at least 25m clearance when there was a
rattling underneath and I has held rm. Aslan swung stern to the breeze (luckily quite light)
and tide but I still had a job pulling down the main. I managed to get a line under the rope
and pull it up which was de nitely not easy and cut through it with a big carving knife but was
still held rm and drifting perilously close to 2 drying rocks off Gateholm (less than 80m
away!) – the other RW boats stood by and managed to attract the attention of a catamaran
shing boat nearby who came over to render assistance – initially he took my rope and
towed Aslan away from the rocks and then we cut the other end of pot rope (horrible, hard
15mm diameter stuff) but it was rm around something under the boat so I accepted his offer
to tow me back to Dale and to dry out on the next low tide that night to go under the boat to
cut the rope away and check for damage.
I cast off just before noon, managed to avoid a repeat entanglement saga off Gateholm
Island and had a pleasant trip through Jack Sound against the last of the weakening South
bound stream and across the mouth of St Brides Bay to Ramsey Sound with full sail set and
the engine on at low revs passing the Bitches in Ramsey Sound dead on slack.

Englan
Guernse
Well known as one of the Channel Islands, Guernsey has it’s own ‘off-islands’: Sark, Herm,
Alderney and Lihou, each with its own unique character. When I visited in 2015, I had hoped to
explore Sark & Alderney, but a storm stopped me in my tracks as the ferries were cancelled.
However, I discovered the lesser known, charming islands of Herm and Lihou instead.
Herm Island (below)

Mermaid Tavern on Herm Island (above

To my huge good fortune, my visit to Herm via the evening ferry coincided with the annual
beer festival. Sadly, no pictures are available of the revelry so you’ll have to take my word for
it that a good night was had by all
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The following morning a storm prevented me catching a ferry to Sark, as planned. So I
‘circumnavigated’ the island courtesy of the public bus service (good value at £1 a ticket!). To
my delight I discovered Lihou Island (pictured below) can be reached via a causeway at low
tide.

Scotlan
One for our Steward … Graemsay is an island in the western approaches to Scapa Flow, in
the Orkney Islands. It has two lighthouses, built in 1851 by Alan Stevenson. Graemsay is
sometimes referred to as 'Orkney's green isle' due to its lush green vegetation cover
(Picture below: Aerial view of Graemsay from above Hoy).
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Further Informatio

Gateholm: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gateholm
Gateholm: https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/marloes-sands/features/exploring-the-islands-offthe-marloes-peninsula
Ynys Gifftan: https://www.discoveringbritain.org/activities/wales/trails/ynys-gifftan-trail.html
and https://www.islandeering.com/islands/ynys-giftan/
Guernsey: https://www.visitguernsey.com/see-and-do/island-hopping/
Lihou: https://www.lihouisland.com
Herm: https://www.herm.com
Graemsay: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graemsay

If you have any island anecdotes, we’d love to hear them. Next month ... suggestions
especially welcome for the letter ‘H’.

Thank you again to all this month’s contributors.

Keep safe & well !
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