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Croeso and welcome to the 

autumn 2022 edition of 

RWYC Caernarfon’s quarterly 

bulletin. We enjoyed a superb 

summer season featuring our 

175
th
 anniversary gala dinner at 

the Celtic Royal Hotel, a 

fantastic regatta week that 

brought plenty of action both 

on the water and in the 

clubhouse, cruises in company, 

a busy rowing calendar, and the 

coming together of friends old 

and new. All of these events 

and more are going to feature 

in our upcoming 2023 

yearbook, but for now, you can 

enjoy looking at some of the 

highlights in this front-page 

photo collage of our members 

in action. With the sailing 

season now drawing to a close 

and winter on the horizon, in 

this issue we’ll be looking back 

at autumn’s key news and 

events, as well as looking 

forward to our AGM and 

annual dinner dance, and our 

Christmas celebrations at the 

Clubhouse. 
 

 

https://www.royal-welsh.com/


  
 

Page | 2 

 

Cruise in Company to Aberdyfi  

RWYC Cruising Captain Geoff Hilditch of Aslan, recounts an enjoyable early autumn trip 
he organised to Aberdyfi 

Friday 16
th
 to Tuesday 20th September 

By Geoff Hilditch, Cruising Captain RWYC 

For the second time in a row the weather Gods looked favourably on us for the 5 boats that 

took part in the cruise in company down to Aberdyfi from Friday 16
th

 to Tuesday 20th 

September. 

The forecast for the Bardsey end of the Llyn had Northerly 6 in it for Friday so we decided 

to go just as far as Llanddwyn Island for Friday night. There wasn’t a lot of wind there and 

we enjoyed a peaceful night in pleasant conditions. 

We set off about 1130 on Saturday morning for the sail down the Llyn Peninsula to and 

through Bardsey Sound heading for a night at anchor off Aberdaron in a fresh NNW breeze 

that peaked at about 18kn towards the SW end of the peninsula. With the tides being small 

neaps and the wind from astern the Sound was calm as we went through at around half ebb 

and we were all at anchor off the beach by 1730. Most crews went ashore for a well-earned 

pint in the Ty Newydd before returning to eat on board their boats.  

 

We needed to reach Aberdyfi by HW so 

this meant a relatively early start of 0745 

on Sunday morning (still quite a civilised 

time in my book!). There wasn’t a great deal of wind for the 30nm passage and it was 

from dead astern so it meant most of the trip was made motor-sailing. The sun appeared 

by the time we were passing W of the Causeway buoy and it was like a summers day 

when we arrived around 1330. There is major reconstruction work taking place on the 

quayside, which the harbourmaster warned me about in advance, but he managed to 

squeeze the 4 twin boats in rafted in pairs close to the harbour office. Wing keel Starlight 

35 “Seba” was allocated a swinging mooring. 

When everyone was organised we strolled over to the Britannia Inn on the sea front, 

which is now run by Gary, an old friend of mine, where the 7 crew sat down for a very 

nice Sunday roast dinner at 1600 followed by a few pints to round off a lovely day. 

Gary invited any of us who wanted to 

watch HM the Queen’s funeral service at 

Westminster Abbey on Monday 

morning with him in the snug of the 

Britannia Inn (which was closed for the 

day as a mark of respect) so a number of 

us joined him for a couple of hours. 

The wind was forecast to back round to light 

Southerly by the early hours of Tuesday so I 

chose our next destination as the South end of the 

main bay at Abersoch tucked in behind the 

headland of Penrhyn Du near the old lifeboat slip. 

The tides were really small neaps with less than 

1M range at Aberdyfi on Monday so it was a bit 

of a nail biter whether Charisma would be neaped 

on her berth on the wall – luckily she floated off 

with a few inches under her and the 5 boats were 

on their way North by 1430. The wind was very light and bang on the nose so the passage to 

Abersoch was made under motor. I set Aslan’s main and this helped a little once we rounded the 

West Prong of Sarn Badrig a mile or so inside the Cardinal buoy and altered course by 10 degrees 

or so for St Tudwal’s Sound. We arrived just as the sun was setting and enjoyed a very peaceful 

night in flat calm conditions anchored near the old lifeboat slip. 

Sailing Section 
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LW slack at Bardsey Sound on Tuesday was just before 1300 (HW 

Holyhead 1323) so this meant a leisurely start to the day and a 

departure time of around 1015 to cover the 10nm or so to the Sound. 

Once off Porth Ceiriad a light Southerly set in allowing a gentle sail 

to and through Bardsey Sound which was as calm as you are ever 

likely to see it. Aslan and Seba passed inshore of Careg Ddu and 

rounded Braich Y Pwll close in. 

 

The wind was dead astern for the passage back up the Lleyn to 

Caernarfon Bar and of variable strength, so engines were again needed 

some of the time to maintain speed and give an arrival time before the 

tide turned. Charisma had her cruising chute set for a while. 

Aslan was back on her berth just before 1900 and I met up with Clive 

(Charisma) and Neil & Julia (Seba) for a “cheap and cheerful” meal in 

Wetherspoons to round off what had been a memorable cruise with 

some great company. Thanks to those who came along and here’s to 

the next one – we were made very welcome in Aberdyfi so think we 

should aim to make a visit there an annual event. 

 

 

 

   Sailing Section 

August Bank Holiday 2022 Cruise in Company 

Geoff also planned and led a brilliant August Bank Holiday cruise around Anglesey, featuring lots of 

fun, fair winds (for the most part!) and beach barbecues with a beer or two thrown in for good measure. 

You can read the full account of Geoff and Co’s Anglesey August cruise in the upcoming RWYC 2023 

Yearbook.  
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Rest in Peace Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

21 April 1926 – 8 September 2022 

A word from the Commodore Chris Jones on the sad passing of Queen Elizabeth II and the accession of Charles III 

On 8
th

 September 2022, in common with many in the UK 

and around the world, we mourned the passing of HM 

Queen Elizabeth II, whose influence and example was a 

constant over the past 70 years. She was the needle who 

always pointed north. Our Royal Patron Prince Charles has 

now become King Charles III and will be our new constant 

in this uncertain world of instability. It’s difficult to imagine a 

greater challenge. I have sent a letter of condolence to the 

Palace on the club’s behalf and offered 

our congratulations to King Charles on becoming our new 

Head of State. At 1200 on Friday 9
th

 September, we fired a 

96-gun salute from the Barbican prior to the two minutes 

silence in honour of Queen Elizabeth, who continued to 

serve the nation up until the very end. She will be sadly 

missed and her passing, in common with any momentous 

event, will doubtless trigger many changes. In the words of 

that famous quote from the Wizard of Oz, "Toto, I've a 

feeling we're not in Kansas anymore”. God bless the King. 

 

                    
RWYC 175th Anniversary Raffle Prize Draw Saturday 24th September 2022 
Dawn and Dave had folded all the tickets and placed them in a tumbler ready for selection. Club President Nev Roberts 

made the first draw followed by random members of the assembled company. Congratulations go to Rob Shields the 

top prize winner - a voucher for two meals at Sheep and Leeks. Here is the full list of lucky winners: 
 

1
st

 prize - Sheeps & Leeks meal voucher = 659 – ROBERT SHIELDS 12
th

 prize - Box of Wine from Tesco = 1391 – FIONA JONES 
2

nd

 prize - Freckled Angel meal voucher = 1292 – LAURA ADAMS 13
th

 prize - Go Below voucher = 354 – JONATHAN SMITH 

3
rd

 prize - Seawake Rib Ride voucher = 404 – DAVID GREEN 14
th

 prize - Zip World Fforest Coaster voucher = 1161 – G. STOCKWELL 

4
th

 prize - Zip World Titan 2 voucher = 525 – MARK ROBERTS 15
th

 prize – Wine from Laithwaites = 231 – GWYN WILLIAMS 

5
th

 prize - Morrisons Food Hamper = 1775 – GARETH MACGLENNON 16
th

 prize - Welsh Highland Railway ride voucher = 1778 – DAVID CHINN 

6
th

 prize – Thai Meal at Tafarn y Fic = 1573 – JANE CROWTHER 17
th

 prize - Gardffon meal voucher = 084 - RHYS 

7
th

 prize - Rib Ride voucher = 400 – AMANDA SINGLETON 18
th

 prize - Swellies Cafe meal voucher = 104 – EDGAR HARTSUIKER 

8
th

 prize - Zip World Quarry Karts voucher = 102 – SUSAN WARDHAUGH 19
th

 prize - Halen Mon salt tour = 1653 – JON ROTHWELL 

9
th

 prize -Y Wal restaurant voucher = 1300 - STUART ADAMS 20
th

 prize – Queens of The Seas 2 adult tickets = 1342 – OLI VALENTINE 

10
th

 prize – C’fon golf club round of golf voucher = 1802 –M WINTRINGHAM 21
st

 prize - Inigo Jones slate works tour = 1371 – ALEX DEE 

11
th

 prize - Dylans meal voucher = 1536 – BETHAN JONES 22
nd

 prize - House of Commons Xmas Pudd = 662 – GARRY STUTT 

Give your arms a workout by taking this 
hand bike for a spin free of charge 
thanks to Beics Antur Bikes! 

Our neighbours Beics Antur Bikes have generously offered this 

fantastic hand bike for the club's members to use free of charge 

– it could be a good workout for the rowers or those who sail 

with dysfunctional winches - anyway here it is, make sure you 

present your RWYC membership card to a member of staff if 

you fancy having a go! 

  

          Nautical News 

https://www.anturwaunfawr.org/en/beics-antur/
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A digital version of a rare book 
chronicling the club’s history 
(1847 -1933) is now available to 
read on our website 

Celebrating the 175
th

 anniversary of the club’s establishment this year has 

naturally made us want to look back over the RWYC’s history, which led 

to a discussion one night with Mo Judge, who is of course our resident 

oracle on all club-related matters. Mo introduced us to one of the very 

few surviving copies of a rare book which is kept under lock and key in 

the clubhouse, available to view for members but safely tucked away in a 

glass cabinet to protect it from accidental beer spillages!  

Entitled ‘The Origin and Records of the Royal Welsh Yacht Club 1847-1933’, the book was compiled and written by the then Hon. 

Secretary G.W Taylor Morgan. Given the book’s rarity and the wealth of information it contains on the club’s history, Mo quite rightly 

said that it should be digitised to safeguard its preservation, but having looked into this previously, she had not managed to find anyone 

who was able/willing to do it. When Frank Smykowski volunteered to give it a go, Mo was thrilled, and thanks to all Frank’s hard work, we 

now have a fully digitised copy, which is available for all members to access in the history section of the club’s website or by following this 

link: https://www.royal-welsh.com/downloads/rwyc-records-1847-1933.pdf 

 

 

Calling all budding and experienced 
historians – we need your help! 

Working on this project has made us eager to continue the 

excellent work started by Mr Taylor Morgan and we are in the 

very early planning stages of writing a follow up book charting 

the club’s history from 1933 to present day. If anyone has any 

information, photos or artifacts related to the club’s history 

during this period, or if any members would like to write a 

chapter or help us out with doing some research, we would love 

to hear from you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nautical News 

If you would like to express your interest in participating in this project, or you have 

any ideas, information or photographs you would like to send us, please get in touch 

with Jo and Frank at: marketing@royal-welsh.com 

 

 

https://www.royal-welsh.com/history.html
https://www.royal-welsh.com/downloads/rwyc-records-1847-1933.pdf
mailto:marketing@royal-welsh.com
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The Great River Race 2022 Becomes Queen Elizabeth II 
Memorial River Procession 

10th September 2022 

Our rowing team were representing us at the annual Great River Race on the 

Thames, an event that attracts rowing teams from across the globe. Due to the sad 

passing of Queen Elizabeth, the decision was made to remove the competitive 

element of the day, so the race instead became a poignant memorial procession as 

a mark of respect to our longest-serving monarch. Black ribbons were attached to 

the pennants and the RWYC rowers took part in the procession from Millwall to 

Ham following the same 21.5mi route.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can read a full account of this memorable day in the upcoming 

yearbook article written by new RWYC rowing member Mike Hamer! 

 

A fantastic row to Fort Belan 

Remembering our fantastic row to Fort Belan, such an 

interesting place, the sun was shining and it was so great 

to see so many other rowing clubs there too. If you have 

never had the pleasure of visiting, Fort Belan is a coastal 

fortress in North Wales, located opposite Abermenai 

Point, at the south-western end of the Menai Strait in 

Llanwnd. It is situated at the tip of the Dinlle Peninsula, 

the north-westernmost point of the Welsh mainland, 

and the fort is cut off twice a day by the incoming tide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Rowing Report 
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Ghoulish goings-on at the Clubhouse! 

We had a spooky soiree at the Clubhouse for Halloween, presided 

over by Count Dracula, who was cunningly disguised as our Steward 

Graeme. The evening featured creepy costumes, hellish hotdogs (okay 

sorry, Graeme they weren’t that bad really), pernicious pumpkin 

carving, and a danse macabre apple bobbing competition. Just when 

we thought we would have to call in an exorcist, Frank(enstein) brought 

the revellers back down to earth with another round of G and Ts from 

behind the bar! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Steward and Sommelier in Chief Graeme Messenger gives us 
the perfect pairings from his latest cheese and wine night  

By Graeme Messenger 

Some outstanding, good value, easily available wines which 

I paired with complementary cheeses. Thoroughly enjoyed 

by all on the night, and a possible option to warm up a cold 

October evening. 

 

1. Assyrtiko - Filos Estate - Northern Greece £6.99 Aldi : 

Paired with Barrel aged Feta (honey optional). 

2. Greco di Tufo - Castellore - Specially Selected £7.99 Aldi 

: Paired with Buffalo Mozzarella, tomato and basil 

3. Coteaux Varois Provence Rose - Chassaux et fils £6.49 

Aldi : Paired with Brie de Meaux (Aldi) 

4. Barbera D'Asti - Morrisons The Best - £8.25 Paired with 

Gorgonzola (Dolce if you can get it) 

 5. Cotes du Rhone - Guigal - Tesco £12.00 Paired with 

Comte 

6. Ribera del Duero - Tesco Finest Ebeia - £12.00 Paired 

with Manchego. 

 

 

 

 Clubhouse Chronicles 
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A Banging View of the Fireworks! 

5
th
 November 2022 

Those lucky enough to pre-book a spot on the 

Clubhouse’s iconic rooftop were treated to one of the 

best vantage points in Caernarfon for our spectacular 

fireworks display this year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Thanks to Carwyn Vaughan  

for the great photos] 

 

 

Craning Out Supper and Craning Out Day 

Thursday 27
th
 & Friday 28

th 
October 2022 

It is already that time of year again when the boats have 

been lifted out of the water to form our small village of 

vessels on the hard in preparation for a winter of getting 

them shipshape for next season. Craning Out took 

place on Friday 28th October and despite it being a very 

breezy day, it went smoothly for all concerned. This 

event is always marked by the traditional Craning Out 

Supper the evening before, which gives our weary boat 

owners a bit of much needed respite and some hearty 

grub before completing the final preparations for their 

boats to leave the water. A big thanks to Mark Walker 

for taking on the cooking and hosting duties this year. 

Ably assisted by Dave Majski in the kitchen, Mark 

treated our members to a 3-course meal of Anglesey 

mushroom soup, and Welsh beef short rib and ale 

stew, followed by Bethan’s homemade apple crumble. 

 

 Clubhouse Chronicles 
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➢ November 26th – Annual General Meeting –  2 pm in the Clubhouse 

  

➢ Followed by, from 6 pm, the Annual Club Dinner Dance at Y Wal Restaurant. This 2022 '175th 

Birthday' event is kindly being organised by Linda Park and Team. Cost £47.50 per head for 3 

courses with wine. 

*This event is now fully booked – for those of you who are attending, we look forward to seeing you there!* 

 

➢ December 10th – Christmas Party This is the free to members 'snack catered' party where we ask 

people to bring a Secret Santa Gift along.    

 

➢ December 17th – Mince Pies and Mulled Wine at the Club from 11 until 2. We need volunteers to 

run this - Fi or Linda will try to find a host or two and if no home-made pies are offered, then bought 

ones work fine. 

 

➢ December 23rd – Christmas Quiz Night – Louise Messenger is providing and hosting this quiz. 

 

➢ December 31st – New Year’s Eve Event at the Clubhouse -details TBC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Dates for your Diary 
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If you have any comments, suggestions, photos, words of wisdom, tales of 

seafaring adventures, events or anything else you would like to be featured in the 

upcoming winter/Christmas 2022 edition of the bulletin,  

please email Jo at:  

 marketing@royal-welsh.com 

 

Until next time, I wish you all fair winds and following seas! 

Jo Smykowska, Editor 

 

 You can stay up to date with RWYC news by visiting our website, where you will find contact 

details for all of the Club’s Officers: 

 

www.royal-welsh.com/ 

 

You can also follow us on Facebook 

 

Handy links: 

https://www.tidetimes.org.uk/ 

https://www.caernarfonharbour.org.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Useful Info 

mailto:marketing@royal-welsh.com
http://www.royal-welsh.com/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/The.RWYC/
https://www.tidetimes.org.uk/
https://www.caernarfonharbour.org.uk/

