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  Craning  

 

Craning In Day – 6th
 April 2023 

After being rescheduled due to high winds, craning in finally 

took place on 6
th

 April, on a very gloomy but thankfully 

much less gusty day for our magnificent members and their 

flying machines. 

  [Photos supplied by John Summerfield] 

Creoso and welcome to the RWYC’s Spring 2023 

Newsletter. We haven’t had much in the way of 

sailing action yet as the new season is just getting 

underway, but we will be covering all the latest club 

news and rowing events, as well as looking back at 

the many fun-filled functions we’ve hosted at the 

clubhouse so far this year - thank you to all who have 

contributed articles. We also have a Special Feature 

interview with our new Commodore Tom Edge so 

members can get to know him a bit better.  

Tom decided that he would like to do an 

introduction for this edition of the newsletter too, so 

I will now hand over to Tom: 

“A warm welcome to all members old and new, if 
you have recently joined the club, you are most 
welcome, and I hope to meet you at one of our 
events before too long. 
By the time you read the Newsletter, the Castle to 
Castle and WSRA League rowing races will have 
been completed on the 22nd and 23rd April 
respectively. It has been eye opening to witness first-
hand the logistics of organising a race that starts in 
Beaumaris and finishes in Caernarfon, including 
providing sufficient support boats, beach masters, 
catering for 80 to 100 competitors over two days, taxi 
service between the two sites, trailer and boat 
parking, bar rota and a whole raft of minor but very 
important details. One major task was preparing 
promotional information and its bilingual 
translation for display on the promenade to inform 
the public about the events. There is no doubt that 
this is an important annual regatta for the club, 
which recalls the adage; ‘If you want something 
doing, ask a busy person.’ 
The first quarter of 2023 saw several memorable 
social functions which rely on volunteers for their 
success. A big thank you to all who gave their time 
freely and stepped up for the benefit of others.” 

                                                              Tom Edge 
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Sailing and Rowing Training Opportunities with  
The Outdoor Partnership for our Members 2023 

The RWYC is affiliated with The Outdoor Partnership, an organisation which was established in 2004 with the 

aim of supporting people in North Wales and across the UK to develop a lifelong passion for outdoor pursuits. 

They run training courses throughout the year for a range of sailing and rowing-related activities, all of which are 

recognised by British Rowing and the RYA. The Outdoor Partnership appoints suitably qualified external 

training centres and pays the bulk of the costs, leaving each individual attendee to pay only a nominal £20 per 

course. Not only can members gain additional skills and qualifications, but the Club also benefits from having 

more trained members to call on for support and assistance with our annual events and activities.  

 

During 2023, the Outdoor Partnership is offering the following training courses: 

        

❖ Power Boat Level 2 

❖ RYA First aid 

❖ VHF Radio     

❖ Dinghy Instructor Pre-entry assessment 

❖ Safety Boat Certificate 

❖ Rowing Leader 

❖ Rowing session coach 

❖ Rowing Club coach 

❖ Man Overboard course 

======================================================================================== 

The Club raises £3441.00 for the 
RNLI at 175th anniversary events 

We held a range of special events during 2022 to commemorate 

the RWYC’s 175
th

 anniversary and a proportion of our proceeds 

from our 175th anniversary dinner dance, annual dinner dance, 

raffle and rowing races was donated to the RNLI. 

Over 60 percent of the total profits we raised at these events 

went to the RNLI – who were delighted to receive our (quite 

literally!) big fat cheque.  

 A representative from the RNLI said, “Our crews don't launch 

into unforgiving seas to save most people. They're out to save 

everyone.  When our crews are racing from rescue to rescue, 

they rely on the training, kit and lifesaving equipment that gets 

them there quickly and safely – the things that generous people 

like yourselves help to provide.” 

Nautical News 

If you would like to participate in any of 

the listed courses, please contact either 

the Vice Commodore Sarah Roberts 

(vicecommodore@royal-welsh.com) or 

sailing Secretary Chris N Jones 

(sailing@royal-welsh.com) to register your 

interest.  
 

https://outdoorpartnership.co.uk/gwynedd
mailto:vicecommodore@royal-welsh.com
mailto:sailing@royal-welsh.com
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An Introduction to Radio Sailing 
By Richard Walker 

Unlike some activities, radio sailing is ideally suited 

for both young and old. It’s a year-round sport 

demanding the utmost skill, concentration, patience 

and anticipation during racing and it satisfies that 

competitive urge we all carry somewhere within us. 

There are many classes of model yacht racing, just 

as with full size sailing. Internationally it is organised 

by the International Model Yacht Racing Union 

(IMYRU). Within Wales and England this is 

facilitated by the Model Yachting Association 

(MYA), which is also affiliated with the RYA. They 

all work together to provide a controlling influence 

over the conduct of national and district events and 

to determine the composition of the Racing Rules, 

the Rating Rules for each class of racing yacht and 

the registration of Measured Boats. Events can be 

held locally, by district, region, nationally and 

internationally. These, of course, are the most 

prestigious events. 

I didn’t know anything about Radio Sailing before I 

retired; my experience of model yachts being 

restricted to free sailing Star Yachts, made in 

Birkenhead, as a child and with my own children. 

One day I was passing our local lake and from a 

distance I watched some little sailing boats racing 

around the buoys. It looked like fun, so I went over 

and introduced myself, within five minutes of 

shaking hands, I was holding a transmitter and the 

countdown timer was on! Several races later I was 

hooked. I found there was a national series and 

championship and that sailing could be exhilarating 

without being at 45 degrees and without getting 

soaked. Very soon I had purchased my first 

(preowned boat for the princely sum of £35 and I 

haven’t looked back. 

Similar to the Royal Welsh Yacht Club, HRH The 

Prince Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh KG was the 

Patron of the Model Yachting Association, and he 

held the post for many years. Model yacht racing 

encompasses many classes of boats from the A Class 

behemoths at nearly seven feet long, through to 10 

Raters, Marbleheads, the International One Metres 

(probably the Formula 1 of today’s racing) to the 

Dragon Flite 95 and the humble RG65 and Dragon 

Force 65’s. Here we shall concern ourselves with the 

DF65 as this is the proposed yacht for sailing in 

Victoria Dock. Often referred to as a ‘One Design’ 

they are in fact a Restricted Class (more of that later), 

they come in kit form, and are inexpensive and 

relatively easy to assemble. They are equally, in my 

opinion, as much fun as the large and significantly 

more expensive classes. For example, even an RG 

65 (which is the same size and is a Development 

Class) employing a swing rig and generally a carbon 

fibre hull can be more than twice the cost of a DF65 

and incur ongoing costs as folk try to keep up with 

latest ‘new parts’. The DF65 is currently the largest 

and fastest growing Class in the world with more 

than 47000 boats sold to date (mainly due to its 

competitiveness and low costs). 

The DF65 was conceived and designed in Britain by 

John Tushingham and Mike Weston with the 

support of the late John Wesley of Ripmax fame. 

He introduced them to Joysway, a company based 

in Hong Kong with manufacturing facilities in 

nearby mainland China who developed the tooling 

to mass manufacture them. It was quickly realised by 

the Designers that although Joysway were a superb 

partner for manufacturing the hulls, they would 

struggle to match the accepted standards for racing 

Sailing Section 
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sails, even though they are a flat panel design 

supported by simple measurement rules.  They 

therefore persuaded Joysway to make the DF65 a 

‘Restricted Design’ thus allowing sail manufacture to 

be opened up to anyone. Not only does this allow 

for some personalisation but more importantly, it 

does not exclude other sailmakers from benefitting 

from and supporting the Class. 

Writing the DF65 Class Rules was not a rush job, 

but a lot more straightforward, I imagine, than 

formulating a set of rules for a Development Class. 

Start from the premise that everything is to be used 

as supplied and rigged as shown in the instruction 

manual and then work out two things: how to resist 

people’s natural urge to improve their boat’s 

performance, real or imagined, through small 

tweaks here and there and secondly, to eliminate the 

need for certification or Event Measurement where 

possible. Wrap all that up in plain English – sounds 

easy. One test for the rules and keep in mind when 

any amendments are required. Imagine this: you are 

new to the sport. You’ve seen DF 65s racing at your 

local lake, you’re amazed at how affordable they are 

and that you can buy one by return of post, a day or 

so after ordering you are opening the box and getting 

stuck into rigging your new boat. You follow the 

instructions to the letter (wishful thinking), then the 

big day arrives, you get down to the lake and 

everyone welcomes you aboard but start to point out 

that you could have done this or that so much better 

than it says in the instruction manual. You’ll be ok 

today but, really you should go back and virtually 

rebuild it – How would that make you feel? That, I 

trust, explains why some of the restrictions in the 

Rules might seem a bit over the top and a frequent 

‘No’ is given to most enquiries as to whether this, or 

that, little tweak is permitted. 

In its first full year on sale 3700 DF 65s had been 

shipped and Joysway were understandably very 

happy. In the first five years it continued to sell 

amazingly well with numbers reaching over twenty 

thousand. Incredible as the numbers were however, 

it failed to get a foothold in countries that have 

predominantly light weather conditions. We all 

knew that the DF 65 was not a light weather boat, 

but there was a simple fix for that; give it a bigger rig! 

A full masthead design was the best way to achieve 

this, the designers didn’t want to go to a taller rig, so 

they had to maximize the sail area within the existing 

rig height – make the booms slightly longer but still 

ensuring the rig fitted into the existing rig bag so 

portability had not been compromised and 

additional expense minimized. So, the A Plus was 

born. This rig is very effective in winds up to around 

ten miles per hour, it will sail to windward in slightly 

stronger winds but getting downwind starts to get a 

little tricky. The standard A rig is good up to about 

18 miles per hour, so it still has a useful role to play. 

The A+ was, as expected, a controversial addition to 

the DF 65, with some clubs in the UK refusing to 

adopt it and restricting their racing to the standard A 

rig, nobody is forcing the A+ on them and if the A 

rig suits the type of sailing they do with the DF 65 

then it’s fine. Nationally, in the UK, the A+ has been 

a class legal rig since 2017 and those who have used 

it appreciate the better light wind performance. As 

time goes by it has been seen as a good thing and 

completes the DF 65 package as an all-round 

performer and that the A+ rig is not just a money-

making exercise as some of the forum posters would 

have you believe. The proof is in the fact that there 

are now over 47000 registered boats worldwide. 

So, what is Radio Sailing? The basic radio control 

equipment for model yachts consists of a small 

handheld transmitter, a radio receiver, a rudder 

servo and a sail winch, all powered by appropriate 

batteries. Two control channels are required, one to 

operate the rudder servo and the other to control 

the sail winch. This is used to literally winch in the 

sails or to let them out. It is customary to operate the 

rudder control on the transmitter with the right hand 

in a lateral right/left movement whilst using the left 

hand to operate the sail winch in an up/down or 

forward and back movement. Both rudder and sail 

winch operate in a proportional mode i.e., the 

amount of movement of the rudder and sail winch 

is in direct proportion to the amount of movement 

of the control sticks on the transmitter. The whole 

process of controlling the yacht becomes quite 
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instinctive and very effective. In truth, many people 

find that sailing one of these yachts, especially in a 

race, is virtually as exhilarating as being on the water, 

with the added benefit of not getting wet or seasick. 

Irrespective of the class of yacht, radio-controlled 

model yachts are raced around a course typically as 

laid out in Fig. 1 below: 

 

This is known as the Olympic Course and consists 

of one lap of a triangle and one slightly shorter 

circuit, affectionately known as the Sausage for 

obvious reasons. Although this is the type of diagram 

usually shown, the yachts, of course, sail a quite 

different actual course as no yacht can sail directly 

into the wind. Therefore, whenever the required 

course is into the wind, the yacht has to tack and tack 

about to reach the windward mark. The usual rules 

of racing apply, a yacht on starboard tack has the 

right of way and a windward yacht must go clear of a 

leeward boat. The penalty for infringement being a 

mandatory 360-degree turn; (many folk try to cheat 

by only turning through 270 degrees and sailing off 

on the opposite tack). 

A typical day’s racing at club level may consist of 8 

or more races for each yacht with usually two 

‘discards’ (which let you off if you have a bad race or 

two). A simple schedule is normally used, where 

each boat competes in the same number of races. 

Scoring is one point for the winner, two for second 

and so on with lowest overall score being the winner 

for the day, if there are points ties then the number 

of higher placings takes precedence. Before racing 

starts, skippers try out their boats to check on the 

rigging and tuning and to determine which is the 

favourable tack, which end of the start line is better 

and also to ensure that the chosen rig for the day is 

not overpowered. As mentioned in my previous 

article printed in the 2022 handbook, there are 12 

different ways to statically adjust the rigging prior to 

launching and it is important to get the optimal 

tuning for the prevailing weather. 

It is usual to have a countdown of one minute prior 

to the start of a race, accomplished with an 

electronic starter counting down in ten second 

intervals with the final ten seconds given on every 

count. The important point is that Racing Rules 

apply from the start of the countdown and there is 

much jockeying for position and tactical luffing up 

etc. At the starting gun, all yachts should be crossing 

the line together at full speed, generally on starboard 

but not necessarily so. Invariably there will be some 

stragglers and other boats may manoeuvre for 

clearer wind. Boats which jump the line are recalled 

and have to cross it again, the ensuing delay giving 

them considerable disadvantage. Boats having 

collisions or obstructing a boat which has right of 

way have to do their 360-degree penalty turn with 

similar consequences. So, the race begins with very 

little time for thinking, with everything happening at 

once and when even the blink of an eye can spell 

disaster. But it is great fun, very competitive and, of 

course, even better when you are out in front, in 

clean air, and sailing away from the turbulence 

created by the rest of the fleet!    
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The Montford Challenge – 25

th
 March 2023 

By Dawn Smith 
 On Saturday 25

th

 March, Raine, Mat, 

Angie, Dawn and Kate (right) took part 

in the Montford Challenge in 

Shrewsbury.  It entails an 8-mile row 

upstream on the River Severn.  We 

were all excited and a bit scared! There 

had been quite a bit of rain preceding 

the race, so we wondered how full the 

river would be and how fast flowing it 

would be!  We were pleased to see it 

wasn't too full, but it was certainly 

flowing fast. 
  

After a very welcome bacon buttie at 

the lovely Pengwern rowing club 

house, we unloaded the boat to get 

ready for a midday start.  We were to 

be the second boat to launch out of 21 

boats, most of them coming from all around Wales.   

We actually ended up being the first to 

launch, as the first boat wasn't quite 

ready.  So we were off! 8 miles ahead 

of us, up river.  Straight away we were 

rowing hard against the very fast 

flowing River Severn.   Kate was our 

cox, and she had to work almost as 

hard as us rowers, getting us to the 

parts of the river that were slower 

flowing - there weren't many slow 

areas.  We tried to stick to the sides of 

the river where there was maybe a little 

less flow, but we had to be careful not 

to get tangled in the low tree branches. 

  

On the higher tree branches you could 

see lots of debris, which clearly showed 

that the river had been at least a metre higher on previous days. 

  Rowing Report 

Pengwern Rowing Club, River Severn 
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We made a great start, all rowing in sync and seemed to have quite a good lead, but then a few boats started 

to overtake, but not 20! It was lovely rowing past the town of Shrewsbury and soon we were looking at beautiful 

countryside and wildlife.  After 3 hrs and 28 minutes we reached the end of the 8 miles, at the North Pole.  It 

was the hardest of rows, we were delighted to make it. 

  

After a short break to relieve our fingers and bottoms, and to take on some food and water, we were allowed 

about 4 miles of just meandering back with the flow, and to finish there was a 4-mile sprint.  We did row quite 

hard, but then we spotted a small boy had lost his football into the river, so we had to rescue it for him – which 

we did! 

So, we'd done it.  We were exhausted but euphoric. Well done team. It was a great experience and something 

to be proud of. 

  

We received an excellent welcome from the organisers of the event, and a great supper and prize giving, sadly 

our team didn't receive any trophies, (we came 18
th

 out of 21 boats) but it's the taking part that matters.  I'm sure 

we will be back next year, with hopefully an improved time and position! 
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Castle to Castle & League 
Races -22

nd 
& 23

rd
 April 2023 

Vice Commodore Sarah Roberts reports on all the 

action from this year’s events  

 

Castle to Castle  
The weather gods were in our favour this year and the seventeen crews 

who lined up in Beaumaris got off to a flying start with little or no 

headwind. Most boats were from local clubs - Porthmadog, Beaumaris, 

Ynys Mon, Deganwy and Conwy and they were joined by Aberystwyth and 

a team from Wicklow. 

Before heading out we 

enjoyed the traditional bacon 

baps and cup of tea at the 

cosy Royal Anglesey Yacht 

Club. Most crews elected to 

swap coxes after Britannia 

bridge which gave them a 

fresh impetus as the wind 

picked up at around Plas 

Menai. Three boats came in 

within a few seconds of each 

other making for an exciting 

photo finish. The first three 

Celtic boats across the line 

were: Beaumaris then Ynys 

Mon followed on by 

Aberystwyth. The boat completing the race in the shortest time was the Vartry Quad in a time of 1 hr 52 minutes. 

League Races  

With new teams formed and Clubs establishing themselves, the opening Northern League race is always exciting 

to watch and these did not disappoint. Competing in the Senior races were Beaumaris, Rex, Moelfre, 

Porthmadog, Ynys Mon and Aberdyfi. The winners were Beaumaris Super Vets. The Women’s race saw 

Caernarfon Supervets pitting themselves against two other Supervet teams and once again Beaumaris Women’s 

team were victorious. The largest field was the mixed and Beaumaris completed their clean sweep with their 

Mixed Vets. Aberdyfi Scull beat Moelfre in their race. 

The club was buzzing on both days and teams were treated to a fine repast prepared by the RWYC crew. 

You can see the rowers in action by clicking on this video link via our Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1168711490482712?s=yWDuG2&fs=e
https://en-gb.facebook.com/The.RWYC/
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Tell us a little bit about yourself, your background 
and your connection to North Wales. 

I was born in Huyton, Liverpool in 1953 before 

moving to Prestatyn, North Wales with my family in 

the mid-196O’s. I served a 4-Year Engineering 

Design Studentship in Mechanical Services at 

Flintshire College of Technology, and I obtained my 

professional Charted Engineering qualifications at 

Newcastle Polytechnic, which allowed me to pursue 

a satisfying 50-year career as a Consulting Engineer, 

in the design and management of mechanical and 

electrical building services. I spent 35 years as a 

Director of Clancy Consulting, and during my final 

two years in this role, I lived and worked in Muscat, 

Oman, along with my wife Jan. We have also lived 

in Knutsford with our three children, and we 

travelled each weekend to sail at Port Dinorwic SC, 

where our children learned to sail. So, on and off we 

have always had our roots in North Wales, and 

when we retired, we decided that this was the place 

to build our house and settle. 

How long have you been interested in sailing and 
water sports? Can you remember your very first 
experience of being on the water? 

Sailing has been part of my life since childhood. My 

parents learnt to sail at Blundellsands Sailing Club 

in Merseyside. When we moved to North Wales the 

family joined Rhyl Yacht Club and bought a GP 14. 

As children we learned to sail there – fortunately we 

managed to avoid sailing the Rhyl Jewels, which 

were very heavy 18-foot clinker-built dinghies – if 

one of them capsized a shipwreck was declared! 

Bizarrely they relied on galvanised steel bouncy 

tanks…. 

I have been sailing since the age of 11, with my first 

experience being the test sail of the GP 14 at Chester 

SC with my brother and father when we were 

introduced to capsizing and how to get the boat 

upright! Our sailing ‘equipment’ consisted of shorts, 

dogrobber pumps, a multi-layer cotton anorak, and 

World War 2, Mae West Air Sea Rescue Life 

Jackets. I vividly remember that initially the anorak 

provided more buoyancy than the life jackets!  

What (for better or worse!) has been your most 
memorable voyage or experience at sea? 

I have many cruising-related memories, but 

probably the most enjoyable was as Fleet Captain, 

organising and competing in the 2017 International 

  Special Feature 

Getting to know 
the new 
Commodore: 

An interview 
with Tom Edge 
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Etchells Class, European Championships at 

Holyhead on behalf of the Royal Mersey YC, with 

competitors from Cowes, Howth, Holland and the 

Royal Mersey fleet. 

When did you get your first boat? What is the 
best thing about being a boat owner and what is 
the biggest challenge? 

Jan and I bought To To Too, our first National 12, 

a Smuggler design, when we were students in 

Newcastle and members of Tynemouth SC and the 

Polytechnics sailing team. Our second N12, Man 
Friday was a Tiger design bought from Clive 

Robinson of Alverbank Sails – get the name 

connection? We campaigned her in the North of 

England and did several National Championships – 

with limited success! With the arrival of the children, 

we moved to a Saro Scimitar keelboat which we 

raced at Port Dinorwic SC for many years – it was 

cheap to run, fantastic in competitions and all-round 

great fun. 

We currently own a Westerly Konsort Duo which 

we use for local and Irish Sea/Scotland cruising. Not 

being able to shake the racing bug we also have a half 

share in two classic yachts; a Royal Anglesey YC, 

Fife and a Royal Mersey YC Mylne, both circa 1930 

designs – although both are 1970’s GRP 

construction because Jan is officially allowed to 

shoot me if we ever own a timber boat! The most 

challenging thing about boat ownership for me is 

avoiding buying a timber boat – they look beautiful 

– but unless you have the necessary boat building 

skills and keep on top of the maintenance – they can 

break your heart! Our philosophy is we would much 

rather sail boats and minimise our maintenance 

commitments. 

What advice would you give to members who are 
new to sailing or who are thinking of buying their 
first boat? 

That’s an interesting question – If you are born into 

a sailing family you tend to get immersed in boats – 

learning along the way including, how to maintain 

them, occasionally hitting things, running aground 

and hopefully remembering not to do that thing 

again - although I must admit I sometimes have a 

short memory! 

If you are new to sailing my suggestion would be to 

follow the RYA pathways by attending learn to sail 

courses to see if you enjoy the sport, then find a club 

which offers training and owns a fleet of dinghies that 

you can hire. Once you have mastered the basics, 

consider buying a cheap second-hand dinghy and 

work upwards to what your time, personal 

circumstances and budget will allow. If you wish to 

sail further afield, attend the RYA theory and 

practical courses; Competent crew, Day Skipper, 

and Yacht Master, all of which will deal with 

navigation and general seamanship. The joy of 

sailing for me is that you never stop learning. 

When did you first join the RWYC and what made 
you want to become a member of the Club?  

We joined the RWYC in January 2018 – we owned 

a Westerly Oceanlord which had been laid up for 

two years while we worked abroad, when we moved 

to Anglesey we decided we needed to be a little 

more involved with a club that had cruising in 

company as one of its main focuses. We also knew 

Chris and Fi Jones from our PDSC days, who 

introduced us to Mo and John Judge, who were 

Commodore at the time, and they convinced us this 

was the place to be! I use the plural because believe 

me – it is a joint effort. 

How much has the Club changed since you first 
joined? Is there anything that you hope never 
changes? Is there anything that you hope 
improves? 

In the short time we have been members, the 

membership and management team have 

collectively worked in harmony to see us through 

Covid and the lockdowns emerging from the 

pandemic in good shape. We have experienced two 

excellent cruising seasons and are looking forward 

to this year’s programme. 
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Our Club house is quite unique, having an ambiance 

all of its own and blows visitors away – we are only 

the building’s caretakers, and we must ensure that 

we leave it in good condition for future generations. 

Like the majority of grassroots Welsh boating clubs, 

we operate on the good will of the members to 

volunteer to undertake the management of the 

sailing, rowing and social activities, it would be 

reassuring, if in the words (more or less) of John F 

Kennedy, one asks “not what the club can do for me, 

but what I can do for the club." 

I believe a major improvement will be the reduction 

in unlimited liability of the membership and the 

Management Team due to the move to incorporate 

the club this year to a without profit limited liability 

company. 

Did you ever imagine that you would become 
Commodore one day? 

No, not really – perhaps it comes down to being part 

of a planned management structure succession 

which we require to ensure the club continues into 

the future and I guess the phrase is; ‘well someone 

has to do it’, which brings me back to my point about 

the importance of volunteering for the various 

committees and any specific individual task you may 

feel professionally or technically qualified to 

undertake whenever the call goes out. 

It may also be related to a Commodore’s dinner 

party – waking up the following morning and trying 

to remember what Jan and I had agreed to! My 

thoughts on receiving the Rear Commodore’s flag - 

Long John Silver probably felt the same when he 

received the Black Spot! 

What does being Commodore of the RWYC mean 
to you? Is there anything else you would like to 
share with our members about your plans for the 
Club in 2023 and beyond? 

Like all my predecessors, I consider it to be a great 

honour – at times it can also be a little daunting to 

be helping lead the management of an institution 

which has a long and varied history of 175 years and 

being the 12
th

 Senior Club in the UK. 

Several members have recently asked – ‘where do 
you see the Club in the next 5 to 10 years and what 
legacy would you wish to leave?’, to answer this 

requires a darkened room and a wet towel around 

one’s head! 

Completing short term projects such as changing the 

furniture [which has now been achieved] and 

refurbishing the toilets is a priority for me. In the 

longer term we have the access lift to complete and 

improving the snooker room storage, all probably 

achievable in two years, but highly dependent on 

volunteers and funding streams. 

Medium- and longer-term objectives require a 

strategic look forward, examining our strengths and 

weaknesses against achievable goals, put in simple 

terms this must evolve around the phrase, “seek to 
grasp and open new horizons, but not overreach’’.  

Discussions with the RYA CW Development 

Manager have helped how to outline and address 

club development by varying what we can offer new 

and existing members but always with the end game 

being to attract the next generation to take the Club 

forward. So, the preparation of a 6-year plan will be 

high on my To Do List as a task for the Management 

Committee to address this year.
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Port & sherry Tasting - 21
st
 January 2023 

By Graeme Messenger 

Following several requests from our Members, we finally got around to organising our first ever Port and Sherry 

evening on 21
st

 January. With a selection of 5 sherries and 3 ports on the menu, each carefully paired with 

complementary nibbles, all for £12 a head, the event took just one and a half days to sell out! With anticipation 

running high and the Clubhouse full, our Steward Graeme, presented each wine with a description of the history, 

terroir and process used in their production along with anecdotes drawn from research and personal experiences 

in Jerez and Porto. The pairings were given similar introductions as we tucked into the experience. 

The pairings were chosen for quality, typicity and ease of availability so that members could, should they so wish, 

replicate the experience at home. Details of the pairings were as follows: 

Wine  Producer Source Food Pairing 

Fino, Tio Pepe Gonzalez 

Byass 

Tesco Serrano Ham 

Palo Cortado,  Lustau Morrisons 

“The Best” 

Farmhouse Pork and Mushroom Pate and 

roasted chestnuts 

Olorosso Lustau Morrisons 

“The Best” 

18 month matured Somerset Cheddar and 

chorizo 

Harveys Bristol 

Cream 

Harveys Tesco Cambozola blue brie 

Pedro Ximenez Lustau Morrisons 

“The Best” 

Dairy Vanilla Ice Cream with clotted 

cream 

Chip Dry White 

Port 

Taylors Waitrose Roasted Salted Almonds 

Ruby Port Symington 

Estates 

Morrisons 

Ruby Port 

Red Fox, Farmhouse Red Leicester 

Cheese 

10 Year Old 

Tawny Port 

Symington 

Estates 

Morrisons 

“The Best” 

Green and Black’s dark salted caramel

   Clubhouse Chronicles 
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All of the pairings seemed to have been well 

received, with the palo cortado/mushroom 

pate/chestnuts, Harvey’s Bristol Cream 

(served long with ice and a wedge of orange) 

with cambozola and Tawny Port with 

chocolate going down particularly well. The 

outstanding match, however, was the Pedro 

Ximenez served in shot glasses and poured 

over the ice cream “affogato” style. This 

silenced the crowd for a good 5 minutes, save 

for the occasional groan of pleasure, as we all 

shared a rather special sensual experience! 

Severe shortages of all the above products have been experienced in our local supermarkets since the event, 

with Pedro Ximenez and ice cream having achieved the status of “essentials” on weekly shopping lists. 

Thanks to all who attended and supported the event, particularly to those members who leapt in to help with 
serving the food and wines, and to Liam who put in an amazing shift on the bar and maintained the supply of 
clean glasses. 

Burns Night Supper – 28
th
 January 2023  

We might be in Wales but that didn’t stop us from paying homage to Scotland’s most famous poet at our 

traditional Burns Night Supper. We had some excellent Scottish fare provided by local chef Tony Murphy 

including the ceremonial haggis, and ‘neeps and tatties’, all washed down with a rather too generous supply of 

whisky from behind the bar. The club was also awash with tartan with many of our members really getting into 

the swing of things by sporting kilts. It has been noted that the outfits were a lot more authentic than a certain 

member’s attempt at a Scottish accent during the poetry readings after dinner…. 
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Gin & Salami Night  

18th February 2023 - By Graeme Messenger 
We have seen a few changes in the world since 30

th

 

March 2019 (Covid-19, Brexit, war in Ukraine and quite 

a few Prime Ministers) but a few, a happy few, a band of 

brothers [and sisters] will remember that night as our first 

Gin & Salami Night in the Clubhouse and indeed the 

first in the world. Since then, some others have sought to 

copy the idea, which we of course accept as a 

complement to our innovative, fearless approach and 

specifically to former Social Secretary Debbie’s dislike 

for cheese. 
To celebrate we once again paired 5 very different gins 

with tasty charcuterie from across Europe. The running 

order was as follows: 

Trevethan Cornish Gin with Milano Salami & green olives 

 

Berry Bros & Rudd’s No.3 Gin with 14mth aged Prosciutto 

 

Cruxland South African Gin with German Salami 

 

Kimbland’s Nuckelavee Seaweed & Chilli Gin with Zywieczka 

 

Hayman’s London Dry Gin with Mortadella. 

The tasting was led by Graeme with a suitably enthusiastic 

audience contributing throughout. The only problem on 

the night appears to have been deciding on a favourite 

pairing, with several Members actually ordering the gins 

from Amazon as we went along so they could have another 

try at home! 

Big thanks to everyone who came along and supported the 
event, to all those Members who helped ferrying in the 
food and drinks and to Blazej for running the bar and 

sorting out the 175 glasses required for the tasting. 

Please note that these events fill up very quickly, so, to 
avoid disappointment please book early. 

 

Happy Birthday Graeme! 

Our Steward Graeme was treated to a night on 

the much more fun side of the bar as we got 

together to help him celebrate his milestone 

60
th

 birthday at our not-very-surprising-surprise 

party for him on Friday 3
rd

 February. He was 

then whisked away by wife Louise for the rest 

of the weekend as his attendance was required 

at a series of other surprise parties he already 

knew about, but fortunately, Graeme still 

managed to find time to watch the rugby in 

between all the revelry! 
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Dydd Gŵyl Dewi Hapus! – 4
th
 March 2023 

A great time was had by everyone who attended our St 

David’s Day dinner, with yet more lovely food supplied by 

Tony Murphy, this time with a distinctly Welsh theme. The 

menu featured leek and potato soup or mussels with cream, 

white wine and wild garlic to start, followed by lamb shank 

with rosemary, redcurrant and herb mashed potatoes with 

alternative main options of asparagus and fennel risotto with 

fresh basil or steamed salmon fillet with prawn and chive 

cream sauce, all topped off with as decadent dessert of white 

chocolate cheesecake in a strawberry and honey sauce.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge thanks to chef Tony and to all the 
volunteers who have helped to set up, 

serve food, clear up and generally make 
everything run so smoothly at all the events 
we have hosted so far this year. We 
couldn’t do it without you all! 

[Photos supplied by Dawn Smith] 



 
 

16 
 
 

 

If you have any comments, suggestions, photos, words of wisdom, tales of 
seafaring adventures, events or anything else you would like to be featured in 
the upcoming summer 2023 edition of the newsletter, please email Jo at:  

 marketing@royal-welsh.com 

Until next time, I wish you all fair winds and following seas! 

Jo Smykowska, Editor 

You can also stay up to date with RWYC news by visiting our website, where 
you will find contact details for all of the Club’s Officers: 

www.royal-welsh.com/officers.html 

You can also follow us on Facebook 

Handy links: 

https://www.tidetimes.org.uk/ 

https://www.caernarfonharbour.org.uk/ 
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