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RWYC BULLETIN 
Spring 2022 

 

 

Croeso and welcome to the 

spring edition of RWYC 

Caernarfon’s new look bulletin 

where you will find all the latest 

club news, info on upcoming 

sailing, rowing and social events, 

and a look back at the highlights 

for our club and our members 

during the spring season. 
 

 

"Ships are the nearest 
things to dreams that 

hands have ever made, 
for somewhere deep in 
their oaken hearts the 
soul of a song is laid." 

                                   
- Robert N. Rose 

After a wild winter on the car park, 100s of 

gallons of antifoul and many hours of hard 

labour by our members to make their vessels 

ship shape and (almost!) as good as new for 

the summer sailing season, the boats are now 

back in the water following a successful 

craning in coordinated by the Caernarfon 

Harbour Trust. Alas, one hapless RWYC 

member’s iPhone also ended up in the 

water, but fortunately it was later retrieved 

with the aid of a magnetic device and a touch 

of good luck! 

 

 

 

 

   The calm before the crane: sunset on Slate Quay, Caernarfon on the eve of craining in day (Photo credit: Karl Behler)  

Craning in Day                      4th
 April 2022  

Craning in Supper          3rd
 April 2022 

Our members were treated to some much-needed 

respite at the traditional Craning in Supper the night 

before courtesy of Social Secretary Fi Jones, whose 

hearty chicken pie was a big hit. Thanks to the lifting 

of Covid restrictions, we can start hosting larger 

group events in the Clubhouse again and we have lots 

more events to look forward to over the coming 

months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.royal-welsh.com/
https://www.caernarfonharbour.org.uk/
https://www.caernarfonharbour.org.uk/
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      Rowing Report 

   

Our Rowing Secretary Sarah Roberts provides a report on the action from this year’s Castle to Castle and Caernarfon 
League Races  

The Castle-to-Castle Race  

A field of 10 boats from 6 different 

Clubs -Ynys Mon, Beaumaris, 

Deganwy, Llangrannog, Porthmadog 

and RWYC Caernarfon. This year 

the race was held as part of our 175th 

Anniversary celebration and a 

significant amount of the rowers’ 

entry fees will go towards the RNLI. 

The strong headwind and wind 

against tide made for a challenging    

race for all!  

The first team to cross the line 2 hours 19 mins 

while the final team crossed in 3 hrs 23 mins! 

 

Caernarfon League Race 

Trophies Awarded: 

❖ Women’s -  Porthmadog  

❖ Novice -   Deganwy 

❖ Mixed -   Ynys Mon 

❖ Men’s/Seniors – Beaumaris. 

Class Winners: 

❖ Senior Vets - Beaumaris.  

❖ Senior. Super Vets - Beaumaris.  

❖ Mixed - Ynys Mon.  

❖ Seniors - Porthmadog.  

❖ Ladies - Porthmadog.  

❖ Novice - Deganwy.  

❖ Ladies Vets - Llangrannog.  

❖ Mixed Super Vets - RWYC Caernarfon.

Three races, eight clubs, 70 rowers - the stage was set. Teams from 

Beaumaris, MYC Porthmadog, RWYC, Aberdyfi, Rex BC 

(Chester) Moelfe Clwb Rhwyfo Porthmadog, Ynys Mon. The first 

race was the Womens race - after a delayed start, they set off into 

the mist, turned a buoy then back to the change buoy, turn again 

and finish. Moelfre won the race in a time of 30 minutes. Next up 

was the Seniors race - an entry of 6 boats. By now the mist had 

turned to drizzle. The winning boat was Seirol, one of the four 

Beaumaris entries. Finally the turn of the mixed crews - by then 

the potential field of 11 boats had turned into 8 - the race weekend 

had taken its tole. The shortened course allowed for a closer race 

with three boats crossing the line less than a minute apart (Moelfre 

Mixed, Moelfre Mixed Vets and Aberdovey) The winners were 

Ynys Mon in Copa Ladi in a fast time of 21 mins 11 seconds.  

Many thanks to all the Club volunteers who made this event happen, 

during the run up to the event and on the day – everyone who helped out 

contributed to a very successful day on the water! 

Event Photographs courtesy of Jon Rothwell © Jon  

 

 
All thrills and no spills –  
An exciting weekend of racing on the 
Menai Straits with RWYC’s annual 
rowing events now back in full swing!            
22

nd
-23

rd
 May 2022 
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Special Feature 

   

Rowing trophy returned to Club 132 years after 
being presented to former cup winner in 1889! 

On Saturday 2
nd

 April Tudor Hughes, the American grandson of a former RWYC rower 

brought a Rowing Trophy back to the Club at the request of his father 132 years after it 

was first presented to his great grandfather in 1889! A huge thank you to Mr Hughes and 

his family for reuniting the Club with this magnificent trophy, and for taking the time to 

bring it back from the south of England.  We love a bit of tradition here at the RWYC 

and the trophy 

will be kept on 

display in the 

Club to be used 

in ceremonial 

presentations 

for rowing 

events. The 

winners will 

have to hand it 

back to for now 

on though, so 

we won’t have 

to wait another 

132 years get it 

back next time! 

 

 

The trophy being handed back to Rowing Secretary Sarah Roberts (right) 

 

A close up of the 

cup, which is still 

in     fantastic 

condition after all 

these years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Hughes’s ancestor, proudly posing next to the rowing trophy                                 The trophy on display in their home  



  
 

Page | 4                      

 

       Nautical News  

 

May 2022 Bank Holiday Shakedown Cruise 
This May Bank Holiday weekend was planned by 

Geoff to be a shake down 

cruise for yachts and so it 

proved to be for the four 

boats that ventured out. 

Overcast, raining and 

cold with 18 - 23 knots 

from the south, just what 

the doctor prescribed in 

error - it should have 

been sunny. Happily 

Moelfre was sensibly chosen over Porth Dinllaen as a more 

sheltered anchorage with cheaper beer ashore. The sail out through Puffin Island was not 

uneventful with 3 of us have ‘issues,’ some of which were more serious than others, but we all 

made it safely to anchor after an exhilarating sail or motor across Red Wharf bay. The return to 

Menai Bridge was an equally good sail and the mini pub crawl that evening rounded off our 

weekend nicely.  It was good to see the rowers on their 5 miles from home challenge on our way back to Caernarfon, where 

other cruisers joined in and  headed on to Llandwyn where the party continud with a barbecue. All in all a great start to sailing  

season.  

[Thanks to Commordore Chris Jones for his summary of the trip]. 

   

 

Prince Charles 
confirmed as new 
Patron of RWYC 
Commodore Chris Jones was thrilled to 

share the news with our members after 

receiving a letter from Clarence House 

officially confirming Prince Charles’s 

acceptance of the Patronage:  

This is excellent news for the Club, 

particularly in our 175th Anniversary year, 

as the history of our Royal Patronage now 

remains unbroken since 1859.  

 

HRH Prince Phiip’s Memorial Service on 29th March at Westminster Abbey (Photo credit: Reuters) 

 

RWYC president Neville Roberts attends 
Duke of Edinburgh’s memorial service  

29
th
 March 2022 Westminster Abbey  

As honorary President of the RWYC, 

Neville Roberts appreciated what an 

honour and a privilege it was to attend the 

service of thanksgiving at Westminster 

Abbey on 29 of March as a representative 

of our club of which Prince Phillip was the 

Patron. 

Neville had this to say about the service, 

“In many ways it is difficult to describe the 

feeling of sadness but also pride that such 

a great man was associated with our yacht 

club. Much has been said about the Duke,  

 

 

 

in his thanksgiving service the part that he 

played in the life of the monarchy was 

highlighted [which was] very often not 

fully understood. It was therefore 

enlightening to hear the 

acknowledgement of the part he really 

played in the service of our country. 

“To actually be in the abbey and to be part 

of this one-off event was in many ways 

quite surreal the building itself is quite 

beautiful and majestic perfectly suited for 

grand events. 

Photo credit: BBC 

 

‘‘The Prince of Wales is delighted to 
accept your very kind invitation to 
take on the Patronage of the Royal 
Welsh Yacht Club in succession to 
The Duke of Edinburgh for an initial 
five-year term from March” 2022.” 

http://www.moelfre.org/
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 Clubhouse Chronicles  

 

Vodka and Vol 
au Vents Night 

7
th
 May 2022  

Ukrainian 
Humanitarian Appeal 
Fundraiser  

By Graeme Messenger 

The unanimous verdict on the night was 

that it worked! Each of the pairings 

succeeded in enhancing the flavour 

qualities of the vodkas and fillings 

respectively. Thanks to everyone who 

attended and trusted us to deliver another 

“tasting” first. A massive thanks to Fi and 

Chris for preparing the pastry cases, to 

Louise for her help preparing and cooking 

the fillings (and for generally putting up 

with me!), Louise and Fi for serving and 

Liam for his stalwart efforts behind the bar. 

Finally, thanks to Malcolm, our long-

standing past-treasurer, for the inspiration. 

The evening was run as a Benefit Evening 

for the Disasters Emergency Committee - 

Ukrainian Humanitarian Appeal and 

succeeded in raising an impressive 

£394.62 on the night, which takes the total 

donated from RWYC Clubhouse to 

£978.78! A massive thankyou to everyone 

who has contributed as this money is, as I 

am writing, saving lives and helping 

civilians in the direst of circumstances. 

 

 

Regalia 

Royal Welsh Yacht Club 

175th Anniversary Regalia 

Attention all Rowers, Sailors and Social 

Members 

This year due to the Club’s anniversary all 

usual logos on regalia items will be 

supplied with the commemorative logo: 

 

 

 

Following the serial successes of our 

ground-breaking Gin & Salami Nights, a full 

house gathered to see if we could pull off 

another world’s first event, this time pairing 

4 very different vodkas to 4 carefully 

selected vol au vent fillings:  

❖ Nemiroff Ukrainian Deluxe Oak 

Rested Wheat Vodka – Smoked 

Salmon and Cream Cheese  

❖ Wyborowa Polish 100% Rye Vodka 

– Beetroot and apple salad with 

goats cheese  

❖ Luksusowa Polish 100% Potato 

Vodka – Mushrooms with garlic, 

tarragon, and crème fraiche  

❖ Zubrowka Polish Bison Grass Rye 

Vodka – Apple and cinnamon with 

fresh raspberry garnish  

 

 

For more info, please email: 

regalia@royal-welsh.com 

 

 

Hatty Easter at the Clubhouse!                      18th April 2022 
 

The highlight of a fun-filled Easter weekend at the clubhouse was the Easter Bonnet and Basket Competition on Saturday 18
th

 April. 

The competition was judged by Sheena Dicks, the Commodore of the Bay of Colwyn Sailing Club who was visiting with a number of 

her fellow club members. Sheena coped admiriably in her assessment of our weird and wonderful headgear, and she wasn’t even 

perturbed by former Commodore John Judge being attacked by Ed the Duck.  The convivial atmosphere and ‘host with the most’ 

Graeme’s hospitality must have hit the spot because they have promised to make their Easter visit an annual event! 

https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal
mailto:regalia@royal-welsh.com
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 Dates for your diary  

   

 

The Royal Welsh Yacht Club 175th Anniversary Gala Dinner Dance   
 

This is a very special year for the Royal Welsh Yacht Club as we celebrate our 175
th

 Anniversary 

We will be holding a Gala Dinner Dance to coincide with the start of the Menai Strait Regattas  

                            At the Celtic Royal Hotel in Caernarfon on 30
th

 July 2022 6.30pm for 7.30pm 

                                     You are invited to join us to celebrate this important Club event, raise money 

for the RNLI in Wales and help make our Club’s 175
th

 Birthday memorable. 

 

      Summer Dress Code - Blazers or Jackets for the Men and Long or Short Dresses or smart Trousers for the Ladies. 

 The cost is £50 per person to include 

6.30pm Reception with a Complimentary Glass of Wine or Fruit Juice  

and a chance to mingle with other guests and view the seating plan.  
 

7.15pm Guests will be asked to take their seats (Each table seats ten guests) 

where they will find commemorative celebratory RWYC 175
th

 Anniversary gifts. 
 

7.30pm Dinner Will Be Served 

Guests will be offered a complimentary glass of red or white wine with their meal and there will be a cash bar and wine list available throughout the 

evening. 

After the meal, ‘Sound City’, a live band will be on stage playing music from the sixties to the present day. 

The Dance Floor will be ready for those who wish to dance the night away and there will also be space to sit and chat if you prefer. 

Bar will close at 11.45 
 

A special Bed & Breakfast rate at the Celtic Royal Hotel is available at £120 per double or twin room and so if you wish to stay please book direct 

with hotel on 01286 674477 and mention RWYC Dinner on 30/07/22 

 

We look forward to hearing from you, 

Yours Sincerely,  

Chris Jones 

RWYC Commodore 

 

Please Reply using Form below with Guest names and Menu Choices  

  To The, RWYC 175
th

 Events Organiser, Fi Jones via email social@royal-welsh.com   

Any questions please call on 07796678120. Special Diets and Allergies can be catered for so please ask.  

 

 

• Group or Club Name: 

• Do you require a complete table of 10 people?  YES/NO (please circle your choice)  If you answered No do not worry as we are happy to 

seat you with other guests. 

• Please choose Menu A or Menu B with either Sticky Toffee Pudding or Welsh Cheese to follow 

 

 

Guest Name 

Menu A with 

Sticky Toffee 

Pudding 

Menu A 

with Welsh 

Cheese 

Menu B with 

Sticky Toffee 

Pudding 

Menu B  

Welsh 

Cheese 

 

Food Allergy 

      

      

      

      

      

      
 
 

MENU A 
A Salad of Prawns with Marie Rose Sauce 

Chicken Breast Served with an Apple and Cider Cream Sauce, Smoked Bacon and Mushrooms 
Sticky Toffee pudding with Vanilla Ice cream OR Welsh Cheese served with Celery and Grapes. 

 
MENU B 

 (Vegetarian option)  
Baked Goats Cheese on Puff Pastry with Cherry Tomato Compote and Walnut Salad. 

 Wild Mushroom Ravioli with Basil and Parmesan Cream Sauce. 
Sticky Toffee pudding with Vanilla Ice cream OR Welsh Cheese served with Celery and Grapes 
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                    Useful Info  

  

 

 

If you have any comments, suggestions, photos, words of wisdom, tales of 

seafaring adventures or anything else you would like to be featured in the 

upcoming summer 175
th
 anniversary special edition bulletin,  

please email Jo at:  

 marketing@royal-welsh.com 

 

Until next time, I wish you all fair winds and following seas! 

Jo Smykowska, Editor 

 

 You can stay up to date with RWYC news by visiting our website, where you will find contact 

details for all of the Club’s Officers: 

www.royal-welsh.com/ 

 

You can also follow us on Facebook 

 

Handy links: 

https://www.tidetimes.org.uk/ 

https://www.caernarfonharbour.org.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:marketing@royal-welsh.com
http://www.royal-welsh.com/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/The.RWYC/
https://www.tidetimes.org.uk/
https://www.caernarfonharbour.org.uk/
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