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APRIL 2021 
Craning In 

To everyone’s relief the boats were craned in, on schedule, from the Slate Quay this month. 
Below: a few pictures supplied by Richard Hanlon (if you look closely you will notice some of the 
renovated buildings of the old Island Site, newly refurbished and ready to open as an artisan 
quarter sometime soon). 
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Sad News 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh (10 June 1921 – 9 April 2021) 

Press Release from the Commodore of the Royal Welsh Yacht Club following the 
death of our Patron HRH Prince Philip The Duke of Edinburgh. 

Yesterday I sent a letter (see next page) of condolence to the Queen, on behalf of the 
members of the Royal Welsh Yacht Club, following the death of her husband and 
head of the family Prince Philip. The Duke of Edinburgh has been an enormously 
significant figure in the life of the country over many years and it was a privilege to 
have him as the Patron of our Club. The Role was of course largely symbolic but 
brought with it significant prestige, in that not only was he the most senior Royal after 
the Queen, but he was a sailor whose appreciation of the value of adventure and 
challenge, and the sense of community that ensues from participation, was 
renowned throughout the world. In some small way the sailing, rowing and social 
activities that our Club provides echo those sentiments and it is good to think that he 
might have approved.  

His enthusiasm for wild environments and outdoor activities was inspiring and over 
the years many young people in particular took the opportunity and gained 
significantly in self esteem and confidence through participation in his Award 
Scheme. Together with the Outward Bound Trust, the Award Scheme encouraged 
many Local Education Authorities throughout the country to set up their own 
residential outdoor education bases which, over 30 years provided inspirational 
personal development courses for thousands of young people. Sadly these are now 
largely in decline, a fact that I am sure would have caused the Duke great concern.  

Next year is the 175th Anniversary of the founding of our Club and it is sad to think 
that Prince Philip did not live to see it. However, we will nevertheless endeavour to 
remember what he stood for and continue to encourage the involvement of members 
of our local community in maritime recreation. If there were one member of the Royal 
family that I would have liked to share a drink with at the bar of the Royal Welsh it 
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would have been Prince Philip. His straight talking candour would have gone down 
well among our membership and I’m sure would have resulted in an entertaining and 
enjoyable evening. 
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More sad news …  

It is with sadness that we report the death of Harold Walker, Linda Melton’s father. He has been a 
member of the RWYC since the late 1970’s and you may remember his boat, Tiki-Mi, moored on 
the river for many years.  

He moved to Felinheli to live with Linda and Ian, and 
Tiki Mi moved into Port Dinorwic. Harold had brought 
his beloved boat back to where he had begun his 
sailing life at Moel y Don in his first boat ‘Dorry May’.  

He served aboard the aircraft carrier ‘Illustrious’ just 
after the war, where his love for the sea began. As you 
may know, after he had got over the death of his wife 
in 2000 he decided to combine his passion for dancing 
with his love of the sea and began a retirement career 
as a dance host on cruise ships. He worked for 
Cunard, Saga and Fred Olsen, but the highlight of his 
career was to sail (and dance) round the world three 
times on the Q E II. He was invited to be on board for 
her final voyage from Southampton to Dubai.  

Whilst still living in Sale he joined as a volunteer to 
restore the minesweeper HMS Bronington, Prince 
Charles’ first Command in 1976.  

On completion of the restoration at the Imperial War 
Museum North in Trafford the Duke of Edinburgh came 
aboard to meet the volunteers.  

Harold was always proud of this photo, in the Manchester Evening News, of the Duke shaking his 
hand.  

Harold went on his final cruise in 2016 to Canada to see ‘The Fall’. Shortly after he became 
seriously ill, spent over a year in various hospitals before defying everyone’s expectations with a 
fighting recovery.  

He had an enjoyable last three years of his life celebrating his 90th birthday dancing with a host 
of friends, dancing all night at has grandson’s wedding in 2018, proudly leading Linda down the 
aisle in 2019 and being able to see and talk to his first great grandaughter through video link to 
Singapore.  

He has left many people with happy memories.  
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And now for some good news … A message from Graeme, the Club Steward: 

The Joy of Drink! An Essential Guide for Entertaining at the RWYC.   
Following the recent announcement by the First Minister of Wales, we are looking forward to 
welcoming you back to the Clubhouse from Friday 21st May 2021. We are currently awaiting 
further details for the reopening and anticipate the implementation of similar rules and systems 
that succeeded in protecting all visitors to the Clubhouse from Covid-19 when last we opened 
(allowing us to maintain the friendly, welcoming atmosphere that you have rightly come to expect). 

As you can imagine, we have all sorts of risk assessments, plans, contingency plans, guides 
and checklists prepared on just about every conceivable aspect of running the Club. My aim 
here is to explain as simply as possible what you can expect when you come in. 

Opening Hours

These remain as:

Friday: 19.30 – 23.00

Saturday: 19.30 – 23.00

Sunday: 19.30 – 23.00

Monday: 19.30 – 23.00

Tuesday: 19.30 – 23.00

To maximise table availability we have divided each evening into 2 sessions: 

1: 19.30 – 21.00

2: 21.15 – close. 

Members will be able to book either session or BOTH.

BOOKING is ESSENTIAL
To avoid overcrowding, congestion on the stairs, and to ensure that all our members and their 
guests have an equal chance to enjoy the Club, we are introducing a booking system. 

Members should e-mail us on rwyc.barbooking@gmail.com to reserve a table. 

In the absence of member bookings the bar will remain closed.

Your e-mail must include:

• Date of your proposed visit. 

• Whether you want to book the early or late session or both sessions.

• Names of all those intending to come along (max. 6 people from up to 6 different households).

• A contact telephone number for the group.

• Confirmation that nobody in your group has any symptoms of Covid-19. 
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You may also wish to state a preference for a particular table. The two tables on the Barbican 
will also be available for reservation following the Club’s investment in some all-weather 
parasols. 

You will receive an e-mail response as soon as possible to confirm your booking or offer 
alternatives if we are full.

Seating arrangements

We have 5 tables set up in the main room, all of which are well spaced to ensure the 2-metre 
social distancing rule is observed. These are numbered 1-5 internally with 2 more covered 
tables now available on the Barbican. 

Table 1 – as you come through the door from the stairs

Table 2 – by the bar

Table 3 – by the window overlooking the Straits

Table 4 – the curved bench 

Table 5 – on the internal wall.

Table 6 – Barbican Left

Table 7 – Barbican right

The tables will be set up for the number requested at the time of booking. 

NB – the Barbican can still get cold! The new parasols do not offer protection from horizontal 
rain (or drifting snow). In the event of a group wishing to transfer inside, we will do our best to 
accommodate you in the main bar area, failing which the Tegarty Bar can be made available. 

Getting in

To control numbers in the Club the door will be kept locked. When you 
arrive, please press the button on the intercom system in the porch. This 
sounds a bell behind the bar so we know you are there. The door can then 
be released and you can enter the Clubhouse – you should hear a “click” 
when the door is released and you can then enter as normal. I will 
endeavour to open the door as quickly as possible. 

If for whatever reason you experience problems getting in please give us a 
ring on the Clubhouse telephone number: 01286 672599.

There will be a “sanitising station” on a small table in the entrance to the Tegarty Bar, 
immediately as you come in. Please apply the necessary hand gel before going upstairs where 
you will be welcomed and shown to your seats.
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Getting Drinks

To avoid possible bunching at the bar there will be table service available. For those drinking 
alfresco on the Barbican, if you find yourself getting thirsty, please feel free to attract attention to 
your dilemma either physically or, if you prefer, by phoning through your order. The barstaff have 
been programmed to respond to a variety of requests for service including the use of their 
name, “hello” or “oi you” (Garçon is frowned upon as being inappropriate due to the age of our 
staff). Frantic waving of arms is also acceptable, shouting is, however, not allowed in 
accordance with Covid-19 guidance.

Payment will be made at the end of your session, preferably by card.

Toilets

There will be antibacterial liquid soap and hand sanitiser available in both male and female 
toilets along with paper hand towels if required. There will also be antibacterial wipes available 
for you to wipe down any surfaces you have touched whilst you are in there, including taps, 
sink, loo seat, etc. Please make sure that the blue hand towels and wipes are put in the bin 
as they quickly lead to blockages of the toilet and unpleasantness for your fellow 
members. 

Only one person may enter the toilets at any one time. For the gents a brightly coloured ball will 
be placed on the approach landing. We would ask that you move this to the middle when 
entering the toilet and to the side when leaving as an indication that the toilets are vacant (and 
an excuse to show off your footballing skills).

Food

The kitchen will be out of bounds for the time being, and takeaways are not allowed. I will make 
sure we have a good selection of crisps, nuts etc behind the bar.

Social distancing

In Wales we still have a 2m social distancing rule. I’m pretty sure that, as responsible adults, I 
don’t have to remind you how seriously some people take this due to medical conditions, 
vulnerabilities or just that, like me, they see rules as rules. Please show due respect to your 
fellow members, and please do not take offence if staff, or other members, offer a reminder.  

Exiting the premises

Unfortunately, every session must come to an end. Please leave your empties on the table and, 
on your way out, use the sanitiser station at the top of the stairs.
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All tables and chairs will be cleaned and sanitised at the start and end of each session. All door 
handles, hand rails, etc will be cleaned at the start and end of the shift and at regular intervals 
during the shift with sanitiser.

We’ve really missed your company and are looking forward to seeing you, hearing your stories 
and generally catching up. We’re also hoping to do some catching-up on our social events 
calendar such as live music, dining, cheese and wine tastings, etc. just as soon as regulations 
allow. Please keep an eye on the Club bulletins for details.  

Finally, this is your Club; we want it to be a place where you can relax and enjoy yourselves as 
much as possible within the current circumstances. I hope I’ve covered any questions you may 
have had, but if there are any further queries, concerns or suggestions, please feel free to e-
mail me @ rwyc.barbooking@gmail.com 

Islands of Britain … continuing our alphabetical island journey with the letter ‘C’ 

First, a humble apology - apparently ‘Barry Island’ is NOT an island ! … This has been brought 
to my attention by a member of the RWYC (who shall remain nameless). … Following my shock 
discovery, I consulted wikipedia and learned that Barry Island is in fact a peninsula, named after 
the 6th century Saint Baruc. It was an island until the 1880s when it was linked to the mainland as 
the town expanded; partly due to the opening of Barry Docks by the Barry Railway Company.

The ‘C’ islands of Anglesey

Those of you interested in island circumnavigation will be pleased to hear of Ken Fowler’s 
successful trip around the Isle of Anglesey. A group of RWYC members turned out to support 
him (by blasting horns and waving flags) as he passed the Clubhouse earlier this month. If you 
would like further details about Ken’s challenge you can follow this weblink: 
https://yodare.co.uk/2021/01/25/2021-a-year-of-hope-optimism-and-islands   

As Ken travelled around Anglesey he will have past several islands beginning with the letter 
‘C’. …

Ynys Cybi
Also known as ‘Holyhead Island’ or ‘Holy Island’ because of a high concentration of standing 
stones, burial chambers, and other religious sites. Ynys Cybi is named for Saint Cybi, a 6th  
century Cornish bishop and sometime King of Cornwall. The small island is separated from the 
main island of Anglesey, by an embankment which crosses the Cymyran Strait.
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Church Island (Ynys Tysylio)

Can be accessed via a causeway (see picture below). There is a car park situated next to 
Waitrose in Menai Bridge, from which the 
causeway can be reached through a 
small woodland. 

The first recorded occupation of the 
island was by Prince Tysilio, who arrived 
on Church Island in approximately AD 
630, and founded a hermitage there.

My personal favourite is Cribinau a 
small tidal island near Aberffraw 
village, famous for the 13th-century 
church of St Cwyfan.

England has St Cuthbert’s Island (off Lindisfarne). Apparently St Cuthbert tried to live as 
a hermit on this tiny tidal island but found it was not far enough from Lindisfarne to 
discourage the monks there from communicating with him, so he moved to a more 
remote Farne Island. Nevertheless it is a beautiful place to retreat from the business of 
modern living. See pictures below, taken at low tide, when it’s easy to walk across to the island.
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The only island I have visited in Scotland is Cramond, near Edinburgh which keeps the 
RNLI busy rescuing visitors who have misjudged the tide. Pictured below is a very sensible 
tourist who has consulted the tide timetable to ensure safe passage.

During our visit we learned that it also keeps the fire brigade busy. We don’t know what had 
caused the blaze but it clearly presented a challenge for the firemen whose vehicle was 
parked on the mainland. Thankfully we arrived after all the excitement was over.

Thirsty work this island 
hopping!

10



RWYC Monthly Bulletin 30 April 2021

Other islands beginning with the letter ‘C’ are available … if I’ve failed to mention 
your favourite, please let me know. If you have any island anecdotes, we’d love to 
hear them. Next month ... suggestions especially welcome for the letter ‘D’. Send 
your, tall tales, short stories, pictures, etc, etc to: rwycbulletin@gmail.com

Thank you again to all this month’s contributors. 

Please submit any material for next month’s bulletin to: rwycbulletin@gmail.com  

Keep safe & well ! 
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