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SEPTEMBER 2021 
As September comes to a close the weather has turned distinctly autumnal. It has been an 
eventful month for the RWYC, including the long awaited commemorative Sail Past. The first 
live music gig since the pandemic began was another significant milestone for returning to 
normal routine.

Commemorative Sail Past 11th September 2021
There was a good attendance at the Clubhouse to enjoy watching the procession from the 
Barbican and to share memories of those whose lives we celebrated. Our Acting President, 
Neville Roberts, was at the Clubhouse to greet family and guests. John and Sue Ilsley co-
ordinated activities in the kitchen and there was a generous supply of food supplied by RWYC 
Members for the reception following the Sail Past.

Boats in Procession (See pictures below) included: 

Pyewacket (RWYC Commodore, Chris Jones)

Promises (RWYC Past Commodore, John Judge)

Celtic Long Boat (RWYC Past Commodore, Brian Roberts)

Danny Jo (RWYC Past Commodore, Mark Walker)

Nauta (RWYC Past Commodore, Brian Oulton)

Toucan (RWYC Vice Commodore, Tom Edge)

Celtic Long Boat (RWYC Rear Commodore, Liam Adams)

Avanti (John C Jones)

Liquid Asset (Eric & Jane Crowther)

Lady Sarah (John & Paula Preston)

Enlli (John I H Jones)

Pardela (Mark Rayment)

Moonwinds (John & Julie Whittaker)

Crwydr (Dave & Bethan Majski)

Rowain (Kathy Jones & Ian Craft)

Joker (Andy Hughes)

Tiki Mi (Neil Christian

Ocean Hobo (Ian & Linda Park)

Martinique (Paul & Gaynor Trematick)

Blue Note II (Steve & Beverley Taylor)

Miles Aweigh 

Aslan (RWYC Sailing Captain, Geoff Hilditch)
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Some reflections on this month’s Sail Past, from the Commodore (Chris Jones)
I think we all realised from the outset that, although we were determined to organise a Sail Past 
in memory of those Club members we lost earlier in the year, it was always going to be 
something of a challenge. We set the latest date possible, with regard to tides and likely weather 
conditions, and the earliest date possible with regard to having the maximum number of yachts 
participate after returning from summer cruising. September 11th sat in that narrow window of 
opportunity and we were determined not to disappoint having already waited since the spring. 
All went well to begin with. The list of participating boats gradually became longer, members 
volunteered to help and word went around that it was definitely on.  
Confounding variables are the spice of life – or so say some – a week before the event we 
received confirmation of an offshore powerboat racing event, based in Doc Victoria, on the same 
day. After some distant negotiation with the organiser – Bob McCarthy – we realised that if we 
were slick we could fit the Sail Past into the one hour slot between races at midday when the tide 
was at its height – perfect. That means getting 19 yachts and two rowing boats out of the dock, 
getting them in order and then sailing in procession over the mile long course at moderate speed, 
passing before the Clubhouse, taking the salute and then returning to the Dock. No problem.
The fact that we did it with one minute over time is a tribute to all who took part. The way that 
skippers responded and the way our new Dock Master (Iwan) managed, under pressure, to 
organise the berthing was a pleasure to behold.
 
And so to the Commodore’s thanks:
It was good to see so many members and guests present. Unfortunately the weather Gods did 
not exactly co-operate at first, but nevertheless it did not dampen our enthusiasm. Our Club was 
greatly valued by those we were there to commemorate and it was a tribute, both to them and to 
all of those present, that so many members turned up to make the day a success. Among local 
Clubs, visiting yachtsmen and rowers alike the RWYC is renowned for hospitality and a friendly 
welcome. That’s just as it should be – and long may it continue.
Thanks also to Iwan – our new Dock master – for his support and free berthing. His predecessor, 
Mark Shackleton, would have been proud of him I’m sure.
Thanks to Bob McCarthy and the Offshore Racing Drivers for their flexibility and co-operation. 
Thanks to all who contributed food and drink and to Graeme (the Steward). 

A message from Nev Roberts (President of the Royal Welsh Yacht Club)

It was a delight to see so many people at the Clubhouse on the occasion of the Sail Past. I 
would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the huge contribution made to the health and 
continued prosperity of the RWYC by the members that remembered on that day and will 
continue to hold in our thoughts and hearts. We miss them all:

Margaret Crosier, Past President and long-time Treasurer.
Barry Powell, Past Commodore and leading light in the Menai Strait’s Regatta.
Alwyn Davies: a stalwart club member who always had a tale to tell.
Harold Walker, long term member with his yacht ‘Tiki Mi’ (father of Linda Park).
Gwynfor ‘Jack’ Jones: who sadly, sold his yacht ‘Spellbound’ when he became ill.

5



RWYC Monthly Bulletin 30 September 2021

Thank you from Mrs Peggy Powell 

I’d like to thank the Commodore of the RWYC and everyone else whose efforts helped make the 
Commemorative Sail Past such a memorable and enjoyable occasion. 
Thanks to everyone who brought tasty food and delicious 
cakes to share. Kym Goldsworthy selected some fine wines 
(Barry would have approved). Thanks also to Sue & John 
Ilsley, good friends of Barry’s, and their kitchen helpers, for all 
their hard work. 
Myself and my family (including our daughters, Beverley and 
Kay. Their husbands, Bob and Huw. Our grandson, Robert 
and my cousin, Pat) all enjoyed the event and were pleased to 
see such a good turnout of so many well-dressed sailing and 
rowing boats.
Congratulations to everyone at the RWYC on co-ordinating 
this significant event in such difficult times. 
Sincerely, Peggy Powell

Barry Powell (Past Commodore)

Thank you from Mrs Carol Davies
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More sad news … Obituary: Philip Horton, RWYC Commodore 2007-2008  
(from Mark Walker, Past Commodore) 

Our condolences go out to the family of Phil Horton, who died on 7 September aged 83.


Many of us will remember Phil as the accomplished 
master of Annarchy, his Sadler 32. Like many of us, he 
loved the water and sailing. But he took that love much 
further than most in his determination to share it with 
others: as his daughter Mary reports, he was awarded 
the Bar to the Sea Scouts Association long service 
award for 25 years service. And that was in 1992, 
nearly thirty years ago. He was also heavily involved 
with the Scouts and was the first scout in Birmingham 
to receive the Baden-Powell Award as well as the 
Queen's Scout Award. Phil taught technical drawing 
and woodworking at Walton High School in Stafford, 
practicing what he preached by building a boat in the 
front garden of the family home. After retiring from 
teaching and his position as deputy headteacher, he 
moved to Menai Bridge to be nearer the sea with his 
partner Barbara Phylip-Jones. Much later, when 
declining health forced him to sell his beloved 
Annarchy, he and Barbara moved back to Stafford to 
be closer to family and friends.


As Bill Barry reports, Phil never stopped teaching. Bill remembers sailing to Dún Laoghaire on 
Annarchy with a sailing novice. Phil spent the outbound trip explaining and naming every 
conceivable component of the boat, and the return trip testing the novice on her newfound 
knowledge, shaking her hand as she stepped ashore in Victoria Dock and joking, 
“congratulations, you have passed your cruising NVQ”. Phil also had a Royal Yacht Association 
instructor’s ticket and taught VHF radio courses at the Club. He didn’t shrink from using his 
experience as a disciplinarian on his crew: as Geoff Hilditch reports, a session that began with a 
few pints in the Liverpool Arms in Menai Bridge and moved on to Aslan to polish off the best 
part of a bottle of malt, finished with the two crew being ferried back to Annarchy to be firmly 
told that there was to be no more drinking that night.


John I H Jones reminds us that Phil was a consummate helmsman, frequently excelling against 
other racers “around the cans”. I am grateful to Mary Brown, née Horton, for the accompanying 
photo of Phil at the helm, because the only time I managed to photograph Annarchy was when 
she was stuck fast on the sand at Moel y Don at the start of a race against the rowers (it 
happens to all of us). From the cockpit of Merch Medina, with Martin Ellis at the helm, for a race 
to the Isle of Man, we watched as Annarchy pulled ahead from the Puffin Sound start. Martin 
and I were resigned to a miserable beat into a northwesterly F4/5 in her wake, but we were 
handed the race by Phil’s decision to retire because a “tummy bug” had struck a member of his 
crew, who, being a retired naval officer, was of course never sea-sick. 

Further afield, Phil was also an intrepid cruising sailor, although not inclined to make a big song 
and dance about his exploits. Martin Rigby remembers setting off with him and Trevor Wilson for 
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an unspecified “cruise”. After crossing Caernarfon Bar, Phil asked “right lads, where are we 
going?” Martin replied that he wasn’t averse to visiting the Scilly Isles again, while Trevor, who 
had sailed past the the islands but not visited them, enthusiastically agreed. To which Phil 
responded “OK, then, I’d better go below and put in a waypoint”. Their first landfall was Tresco. 
On another occasion he had the misfortune to bend his prop shaft after losing an argument with 
a lobster keep net in Fishguard. Many of us would sail no further until the damage was repaired. 
Not Phil, he sailed all the way home, dropping his anchor off Caernarfon to wait for a tow into 
the dock. Yet again, returning from one of his many trips to Scotland - perhaps from one of his 
visits to his daughter Liz - he ran into 
an unexpected storm north of 
Anglesey. His only crew on that 
occasion, Barbara, was 
incapacitated in her bunk. Tiring 
after several hours of little progress 
bashing to windward, Annarchy was 
knocked down and Phil, reluctantly, 
was obliged to accept a tow from 
the RNLI. Telling me about this in the 
Clubhouse later, his main concern 
seemed to be the damage caused to 
his stanchions during the transfer of 
a man from the lifeboat to Annarchy.


But it is his contribution to the 
management of the RWYC that we have most to be grateful for. His helmsmanship, courage and 
leadership in handling problems at sea were matched but the skill with which he handled a 
stormy time at the Club. And while his experience as a schoolmaster helped him with nautical 
affairs, it is no doubt his heavy involvement with the teachers’ union NASUWT that helped him 
steer the Management Committee away from a serious crisis during his time as Vice 
Commodore. The Hon. Secretary had resigned, the Commodore was ill and Phil had arrived late 
for a meeting that had ostensibly passed a vote of no confidence in the Commodore. Phil pulled 
out the Rule Book, pointed out that as the most senior officer present he was in the Chair and 
that it was the Chair’s job to declare when the meeting started and finished. Among other 
business, it was agreed that I should be co-opted as Hon. Secretary. My first task was to re-
write the draft minutes for the meeting that had begun at 2000 hours: the first line of my re-write 
reads “The Chairman, Vice Commodore, Mr P Horton, opened the meeting at 2057 hours.” 
Unfazed by the opposition to my version as an accurate record of the meeting, Phil cajoled the 
Committee into accepting them with the promise to revisit the vote of confidence under “Any 
Other Business”, by which time the enormity of the previous month’s folly had dawned on the 
Committee. (The relevant AOB reads “Mr D Wilding proposed a vote of confidence in the 
Commodore. Seconded by Mr Martin Ellis. After much discussion the voting was: for the motion 
10; against 3; abstentions 1.”) This is nothing short of outstanding helmsmanship by Phil, but it 
is trivial when compared with his careful stewardship both as Vice Commodore and later as 
Commodore during the re-introduction of rowing to the Club (championed principally by Martin 
Ellis and Bill Barry) and the establishment of a formal Rowing Committee. These measures 
played a major part in re-invigorating the Club, not least by bringing in younger members. Phil 
never sought recognition for these achievements, but he deserves it.
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Some happier news is that RWYC Members enjoyed the first live music event since the 
pandemic began. An evening with Will Pound (much acclaimed harmonica player) and Jenn 
Butterworth (noted folk guitarist), followed by a jam session on the Barbican.
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Islands of Britain 

Our alphabetical island journey will pause this month as the bulletin is already quite lengthy.  

If you have any island anecdotes, we’d love to hear them. 


Next month ... suggestions especially welcome for the letter ‘H’.


Thank you to all this month’s contributors. 

Please send your, tall tales, short stories, pictures, etc, etc to: rwycbulletin@gmail.com  

Keep safe & well ! 
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