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JANUARY 2021
January 2021 comes to a close with no relaxation of the COVID lockdown restrictions. Those of
you missing your visits to Caernarfon may be interested to know that Cadw continue to improve
on Master James of St George’s original castle designs, as explained in a recent BBC News
article.

The Castle is having a £4m revamp to open up more areas of the castle, improve the
accessibility of toilet facilities and install a cafe.
“The project is set to be one of Cadw's largest and most complex to date - with plans for vital
conservation work to help protect its medieval structure, accessibility improvements and the
introduction of new and more interactive spaces.” Click here for more details.
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Work began in November 2020 and should be completed in 2022, … by which time you
might be able to visit again!

(Construction site on Slate Quay, above.)

In other news …
Friday Night Quizzing continues, in a socially distanced fashion, on Zoom - as evidenced by this
photo of Mr & Mrs Past Commodore (below):

As the COVID 19 vaccination programme rolls out,
perhaps we can allow ourselves to be cautiously optimistic
that freedom is on the horizon. RWYC Member, Patrick
Coyne was pleased to get his first jab last week (see picture
on right).

Not all our members have been confined to their homes, as the following article will testify. …
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On Thursday night we had a WhatsApp message from Shaun on ‘Three Ships’ announcing his arrival in
Columbia, so I couldn’t resist suggesting that, as a distant member of the RWYC, he might like to send a
contribution for the Monthly Bulletin – deadline Friday. So, being Shaunski, he came up with the goods,
along with some photos, and this is what he sent (Chris Jones, Commodore):

Three Ships passage from Bonaire to Cartagen
So, finally, after 11 months of chatting to barmen and avoiding iguanas it finally became time to
unshackle ‘Three Ships’ from Bonaire and move down the way to Cartagena. After a false start,
three days previously, due to some minor issues (with the dudes from immigration) we
eventually left on Saturday afternoon at around 16.30, nursing a ‘not insignificant’ hangover and
looking forward to the "next stage".
We did a quick fly by through the moorings to say final farewells to the "Quarantine Crew", all of
whom had become good friends after being together for this period. We raised the canvas and
set Monica up (Monitor) for a lovely broad reach in 14 knots of wind and off we toddled.
Ainur made coffee while I sat and pondered the way ahead. Beautiful sailing and these next 10
hours were to be the last of the "easy sail" the weather was not perfect down track but
manageable. At first Ainur kept watch whilst I took a ‘snoozky’ after which I would start at
midnight and womble on until dawn. At about 03.00 things started to go awry, the tang on
Monica, which I had forgotten to weld before departure, decided to let go. This was a real pain
and decision time; whether to turn round and go back in order to weld the tang up, or to carry on
using Raymarine’s finest and continue the journey. So the latter was chosen, and it worked very
well. When I was on watch I, for the most part, hand steered and when Ainur was on we just let
the Raymarine do its job.

On Monday we caught a reasonably impressive Mahi-mahi, which was great, as it was the first
fish caught using Ainur’s new rod. The weather was freshening and we were just tripping along
on the Genny. I felt this would be safer if any thing else went wrong, especially when I was off
watch since I could reef it faster and more safely than trying to do the same with the mainsail
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up. The weather continued to build to around 28/30 knots and the sea was lumpy to say the
least.
As we passed the top of Santa Marta, the fun really started - the sea state became very
confused and the gusts were frequent and getting stronger (the best we saw on the windex was
47 knots). It was like being in a very large washing machine. The journey across the bay
between Santa Marta and Cartagena was incredibly uncomfortable, with waves irregular and
coming from two different directions, and then occasionally falling over each other giving a third
pattern. After what seemed like forever, the point of Cartagena was in sight and it was time to
turn to port and get some respite from the maelstrom that we had been bouncing around in for
48 hours. It took another 10 hours, but it did indeed become beautifully flat and time for coffee
and we expected to be parked in the mooring by about 05.00. So with the fairway lights in sight I
came on watch, switched off Raymarine and continued on our way. Suddenly the boat started to
fall off the wind very quickly so I turned the wheel to correct our course and to my surprise
nothing happened. So, I switched the autopilot back on and had a look down into the port
cockpit locker. To my surprise, the drive sprocket from the wheel steering chain had decided to
part company with its mate the drive shaft. So, all we had to steer the boat was the Raymarine.
We did a quick search of the engine room to try and find the woodruff key but this proved to be
fruitless. So, our only option was to rig the smallest emergency tiller ever built and work our way,
very slowly, into the mooring. Surprisingly, this worked and happily, by about 11.00, we had
successfully hooked ‘Three Ships’ to the bottom and decided it was time for a REAL sleep,
thankful that the problem had not occurred 48 hours earlier – maybe there is a God!

And that, as they say, was that – a 511 mile passage in 84 hours and not one to be
repeated any time soon! (Shaun, ‘Three Ships’)
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A message from the Treasurer about…

‘Easyfundraising’
“Easyfundraising turns your everyday online
shopping into free donations for your favourite cause. Just start your online shopping first at
Easyfundraising, then shop as normal. Retailers will then make a small donation to say “thank
you”.”
1. Search “easyfundraising.org.uk”
2. In the box named “Start Fundraising Today” type ‘Royal Welsh Yacht Club’ into the
“search for cause” space and press Search.
3. You will be taken to the Club’s page where you should select the option to “support this
cause”.
4. Choose between, Apple, Facebook or Email and enter your details to set up your account.
5. Select “Add the Donation Reminder” (by doing this you agree to the End-user License
Agreement)
6. Start shopping !
As you shop on-line, with participating retailers/suppliers, a box “Free Donation” will appear on
screen, if you click on “Get Donation” a small amount will be donated to the Royal Welsh Yacht
Club as your payment is completed.
No money is taken from you personally and you can opt out of the Easyfundraising scheme at
any time!
(Jane Crowther, Treasurer)
Click here for more information: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk

Thank you again to all this month’s contributors.
Please submit any material for next month’s bulletin to: rwycbulletin@gmail.com

Stay safe & well !
Postscript: … I thought you ‘locked-down’ folks might enjoy this poem, written by the American poet who
recited at President Biden’s inauguration ceremony (see next page):
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“The Miracle of Morning” by Amanda Gorman
I thought I’d awaken to a world in mourning.
Heavy clouds crowding, a society storming.
But there’s something different on this golden morning.
Something magical in the sunlight, wide and warming.
I see a dad with a stroller taking a jog.
Across the street, a bright-eyed girl chases her dog.
A grandma on a porch fingers her rosaries.
She grins as her young neighbour brings her groceries.
While we might feel small, separate, and all alone,
Our people have never been more closely tethered.
The question isn’t if we will weather this unknown,
But how we will weather this unknown together.
So on this meaningful morn, we mourn and we mend.
Like light, we can’t be broken, even when we bend.
As one, we will defeat both despair and disease.
We stand with healthcare heroes and all employees;
With families, libraries, schools, waiters, artists;
Businesses, restaurants, and hospitals hit hardest.
We ignite not in the light, but in lack thereof,
For it is in loss that we truly learn to love.
In this chaos, we will discover clarity.
In suffering, we must find solidarity.
For it’s our grief that gives us our gratitude,
Shows us how to find hope, if we ever lose it.
So ensure that this ache wasn’t endured in vain:
Do not ignore the pain. Give it purpose. Use it.
Read children’s books, dance alone to DJ music.
Know that this distance will make our hearts grow fonder.
From a wave of woes our world will emerge stronger
We’ll observe how the burdens braved by humankind
Are also the moments that make us humans kind;
Let every dawn find us courageous, brought closer;
Heeding the light before the fight is over.
When this ends, we’ll smile sweetly, finally seeing
In testing times, we became the best of beings.
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