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JUNE 2021 
June has been an eventful month for the RWYC, with the Club’s re-opening progressing apace 
and nautical nuptials in the Isles of Scilly. In fact, it seems everyone has been so busy enjoying 
themselves that no-one has had time to send any articles for the bulletin. So I’ve looted social 
media for photographic evidence. … 

Llongyfarchiadau Mawr / Huge Congratulations to Bethan & Dave 

The Commodore reported that 9 Royal Welsh boats made the voyage to the Isles of Scilly to 
celebrate Bethan & Dave’s wedding and enjoy the delights of the beautiful islands, including 
Tresco gardens, beach barbecues, and of course excellent beer and pasties. 

In addition to RWYC members, there was another visitor to the islands, perhaps also keen to 
witness the marriage of Bethan & Dave? …

More ‘Scilly’ adventures 
Those of you who follow the news will be familiar with the antics of Wally the Walrus, first 
spotted off the coast of Ireland earlier this year, before going on to make appearances in France 
and Spain. The latest stop on Wally's European tour is the Isles of Scilly, where he has been 
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hauling himself onto boats, capsizing some of them.  Here’s a photo of Wally sizing up Ian and 
Linda Parks’ boat: 

It seems they had a narrow escape. … Wally arrived in Porthcressa Bay on June 17 and, after 
spending a couple of days feeding around St Martin's island, spent two days dozing on a small 
inflatable boat in St Mary's. Joe Pender, who runs boat trips around the islands, received a call 
saying Wally was trying to board some boats. On Thursday, Wally was found asleep in a RIB 
(rigid inflatable boat) in St Mary’s harbour, where he remained for two days.
For more information about Wally’s whereabouts:
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/wheres-wally-ongoing-adventures-wandering-20912708
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cornwall-57607799.amp  

Historical Events in June (1815)

You may recall Mark Walker’s article in last month’s bulletin referring to the Marquis of Anglesey 
as  ‘Peg-leg Paget’. (Following a disagreement with the uneven cobbled street outside the 
Clubhouse, your editor has been given cause to reflect on mobility aids.) … Did you know that 
the ‘Anglesey’ prosthetic leg is named after the RWYC’s first Commodore?

The ‘Anglesey Leg’
Henry Paget, first Marquis of Anglesey was a keen sailor and founder member of the ‘Yacht Club’, 
formed at the ‘Thatched House Tavern’ in London on 1 June 1815. After gaining Royal patronage, 
it became the ‘Royal Yacht Squadron’. Paget must have been very busy in June 1815 as, a 
couple of weeks later, on the 18th June 1815, he commanded the cavalry under the Duke of 
Wellington at the Battle of Waterloo. Legend has it that, on receiving a gunshot wound to his right 
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leg, the Marquis looked down and cried, “By God, sir, I’ve lost my leg,” to which Wellington, briefly 
distracted from his observations, replied, “By God, sir, so you have!”. 

The ‘Anglesey Leg’ … original (left)  and later design  (right) 
made by Grossmith, England, c.1920) 

Apparently, the leg is also known as a ‘Clapper’ after the noise it makes when the toes, ankle and 
knee are flexed.

https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/co476459/wooden-anglesey-artificial-right-leg-england-1915-1925-artificial-leg

And now to continue our alphabetical island journey with the letter ‘E’ … 

Islands of Britain 

Wales
Enlli
I have visited Ynys Enlli (or Bardsey Island) several times. The most notable occasion was an 
extended visit as a result of adverse weather conditions and the perilous tides for which the 
island is named (Enlli meaning ‘in the currents’).

Traces of neolithic hut circles have been found on the island. In medieval times three pilgrimages 
to Bardsey were considered to be of equivalent benefit to the soul as one to Rome. Many people 
still walk the journey to Aberdaron and Uwchmynydd each year in the footsteps of the saints. The 
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story goes that 20,000 saints are buried on the island, including Saint Deiniol, the Bishop of 
Bangor, who was buried there in 584.

Ymddiriedolaeth Ynys Enlli (Bardsey Island Trust) bought the island in 1979, following an 
appeal supported by the Church in Wales and many Welsh academics and public figures. The 
trust is financed through membership subscriptions, grants and donations, and is dedicated to 
protecting the wildlife, buildings and archaeological sites of the island; promoting its artistic and 
cultural life; and encouraging people to visit as a place of natural beauty and pilgrimage.

Brenin Enlli (King of Bardsey)
It was tradition for the island to elect a king and from 1826 onwards, he would be crowned by 
Baron Newborough or his representative. The crown was kept at Merseyside Maritime Museum in 
Liverpool, although it has since been moved to Storiel, in Bangor. The first known title holder was 
John Williams; his son, John Williams II, the third of the recorded kings, was deposed in 1900, 
and asked to leave the island as he had become an alcoholic. At the outbreak of the First World 
War, the last king, Love Pritchard, offered himself and the men of Bardsey Island for military 
service, but he was refused as he was considered too old at the age of 71. Pritchard took 
umbrage, and declared the island a neutral power. In 1925, Pritchard left the island for the 
mainland, to seek a less laborious way of life, but died the following year.

Afal Enlli (the Bardsey apple)
A gnarled and twisted apple tree, discovered growing on the island, is believed to be the only 
survivor of an orchard tended by monks who lived there a thousand years ago. In 1998, experts 
on the varieties of British apples at the National Fruit Collection confirmed this tree to be the only 
example of a previously unrecorded cultivar, which has since been propagated by grafting and is 
now available commercially.

Scotland
Eigg is one of the Small Isles in the Scottish Inner Hebrides, lying south of the Isle of Skye. It has 
been owned by the Isle of Eigg Heritage Trust since 1997, as a community ownership; another 
stakeholder, the Scottish Wildlife Trust, manages the island as a nature reserve. Eigg generates 
virtually all of its electricity using renewable energy; a combination of wind, hydroelectric and 
solar. There is a sheltered anchorage for boats at Galmisdale in the south of the island.

Antarctica
Elephant Island (suggested by Clive Haycock)
Not strictly speaking an Island of Britain but with strong British connections.

Elephant Island is an ice-covered, mountainous island off the coast of Antarctica, in the outer 
reaches of the South Shetland Islands. Located in the Southern Ocean, 581 miles south of the 
Falkland Islands and is within the Antarctic claims of the United Kingdom. 
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Endurance Expedition
The island gave refuge to Ernest Shackleton and his crew in 1916 following the loss of their ship 
Endurance in the pack ice of the Weddell Sea. The crew of 28 reached Elephant Island after 
months spent drifting on ice floes and a harrowing crossing of the open ocean in small lifeboats. 
Realising that there was no chance of passive rescue, Shackleton decided to sail to South 
Georgia, where he knew there were several whaling stations. His second-in-command, Frank 
Wild, was left in charge of the remaining party, waiting for Shackleton's return.
After four and a half months, on August 30, 1916, the stranded men spotted a ship with 
Shackleton on board. The tug Yelcho, from Chile, rescued all the men who had set out on the 
original expedition.

Welsh connections
Mount Pendragon is the highest peak on Elephant Island. The name was applied by the United 
Kingdom Antarctic Place-Names Committee (UK-APC) in 1971 and acknowledges Prince 
Charles, the Prince of Wales, as royal patron of the Joint Services Expedition which mapped the 
area in 1970-71. Pendragon (or Pen Draig) literally means ‘Head-Dragon’, but in a figurative 
sense, ‘commander-in-chief’. It is the epithet of Uther Pendragon, father of King Arthur and 
occasionally applied to historical Welsh heroes in medieval Welsh poetry.

References 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eigg, retrieved 4th June 2021. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elephant_Island, retrieved 4th June 2021. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bardsey_Island, retrieved 4th June 2021 

If you have any island anecdotes, we’d love to hear them. Next month ... suggestions especially 
welcome for the letter ‘F’.  

RWYC Lapel Badges
Fi Jones has received the RWYC lapel badges which are proving popular with Club 
members. You may be interested to know that in order to offset the company’s carbon emissions, 
and as a thank you for RWYC’s order, the badge supplier has arranged for a tree to be planted in 
the Club’s name. Our tree will grow in the Eden Project in Madagascar, helping to protect the 
coastline from floods and storms which cause coastal erosion. 
See certificate on next page for more details:
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Thank you again to all this month’s contributors. 

 

Please send your, tall tales, short stories, pictures, etc, etc to: rwycbulletin@gmail.com 

Keep safe & well ! 
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